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HE Apoſtle 9 3 the 
Myftery *. the Faiih be hs: ms W 
pure Conſcience, A Clean eſſel 
1s needful for this pute Liquor. 
This New W ine muſt be put inte 

mew Botths. Men of 1 

ind: cannot receive the Truth. Unto the . 

re notbing is pure, They pervert the werd of Wl 

e living Go; and wreſt them 19 their own de«® 

din. And when ſuch are Teachers of oe M 

eis, their words eat a1 doth a canker, and folter _ 

rrupe nature in others ; and the Word paſe 

g through their Minds and Tonga 1 

e water coming through a filthy. chan, 
m which ic * a bad Tu 
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: —— That ſuch Shepherds made his Flvk «© 
| chat which they had 5 with their 
1 drink that which they bad feuled with their faut 
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This has been ; verified in o% 
| GOD of old times complained by HI Fro 


"feet? "a 


Ezek. 34. 19. Our LORD and Savj 
HRIS T accuſed the Scribes and 


ur FESU! 


IF. 6. And He Vindicates and Clears GOD 
Rage from theirfalſe and corrupt gloſles, Mai 


5. And the Apoſtle. forewarns us, 27 
J. N bat in the laft days rites times fhoy 


| oils; For (ſaith he) men ſhall be lowers of th 


vn ſelves, &. And theſe alſo do reſiſ the Inu 
wen F corrapt minds, ee 2 
27 ruth. 2 


That an univerſal Degeneracy and Cort 


tion have overſpread all Chriſtendom'canno 
be denyed. That that part of it which has fe 
. formed from the Roman Church in Doctrine) 
us n in Life and Manners, is but too EN 
dent. This all Ranks of People have grea 
nec to lay to Heart, and eſpecially they w 
are the Paffors and Teachers of others; and! 
Conſider if they are not guilty of the horiibl 


thirigs complained of by -GOD, and lyable p. , 


the Woes and 49 — which he denoun 
againſt ſuch by His Prophet Fer. 23. 1, 


hariſces i 
| Wo time, That they made tbe Commandment of 
; GOD of nine eſſect by their traditions, Marth 
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my paſture, le. They fi engtben the banks | 
evil doers, that none doth return from þ wicked. 
% — They ſay. unte every one that ate 
IG after the imagination of bis own heart, Na evit 
I come upon. . If thy bad ſt 4 
% Hint, and cauſed My People i bear My Woras, 
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si they ſhould bave turned then fron Their evil il 
" fp cy, and from the evil of. their dings. - i 
th It is not poſſible that Men could continue 
bg be Lovers of their own ſelves, coaverous;” proud, R 4 i 


Abemers, diſobedient to Parents, wntbarkfh 
poly, without. Natural Affection, Truce-breafters, 
We accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of Theſe 
Wit are good, traitours, beady, bigh-minded, . 
Wer: of pleaſures mare than Lovers 0 60D; And 9 
et becauſe of their having 4 Form of Gel. 
ſs, while they deny the power thereof, look u- 
on themſelves as GOD's People and Cheſen; 
they did not entertain falſe notions of this + 
Joarine of JESUS CHRIST, and if His 
ords were not perverted by falſe ges, 
hey, of whatfoever Perſwaſion, Who are 
eachers of others, have great Reaſon to con- 
ler what Hand they may have in all this, 
d to lay it to Heart. What the Apeftle ſaid 
the believing Hebrews in his time, Heb: 7. 
F. muy be juſtly ſaid co us. For when for the 
je ought to be teachers, ye bave need that u 
„uu again, which be the firſs principles of the 
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3 N ind by "Deed; who ſought not himſelf nc 
I 5 CHRGT' 701 Men, but bis life was bid wii 


| 2 that is Eartbh, Senſual D vilisb, ha 
. ving bitter, envying and ftrife in out Hearts, Is 


) 6; 
4805 ; py are becomt ſuch as a 4 


meat. 
71 fol owing 1 Derek. aim to bew 


4 "a Free les © 145 Dodcine of CHRI 
br our in from the miſtakes and f. 
of corrupt Men. They are wiitten b My 
t Pls "Plain, Simplicity, Sincerity uf, 
ruth, h reſpect to no Party, but with 
897 eg di Shire ed Teal for the true Do&tit 
US CHRIST, by one endued wicht 
51755 15 CHRIST, whoſe Life was a cont 
75 Exerciſe of thoſe Divine Principles, « 
ouring always to follow Him in Hum; 
385 3000 denjal and taking up of the Ci 
6 laid no bufthen upon others, but wh 
ha upon Himſelf; who. taught both | 


[ST in God. 
Ie Matters here treated of, are of th 
Krear teſt Moment. In many other things, v 

ay be miſtaken in our Opinions, and yerd 
255 hurt thereby, either to ouc ſelves or othe' 
ut if in theſe we take up with falſe notion 
ſwerve from the Truch, we are in tht 
Crore hazard to undo our ſelves, to foſſe 
EVE, nature in our ſelves and others, t 
rn alide to vain jingling, to tate up wih 


1 meth conf 


ufs and every evil work, and 


ich is firft Pure, then Peactable, Genthe, and 
to be entreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits 


lay we all ſeek after this 
ilver, and ſearch for it as for bid Treaſure, 


ruſal of the. Excellent Ir:ſtrutions of this 
ly Man, that all of yo, both Teachers and 
conople, may hear a Word behind you, who, 

Nee dead, yet by theſe /peskerh to you, ſay ing; 
is is the way walk ye in it; when ye turn 40 The 
is Hand, and when je turn to the Left, 


de denyed that Wiſdom that i, frem Above, | | 


bout Partiality and without Hypecr: foe. 7 
vine Wiſdom © 


a may the Divine Grace ſo accompany your 
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THE FIRST: 


g ISCOUR SE. 


he Difference between a . 
ving and Dead Faith. 


nr r | 


JAMES II. Verſe 26 | 
the Body without the Spirit is dead, ſo rub F 
vitbout Works is dead alſo. 1 


HE greater part of Men do 9 12 
the Goſpel, but follow their corrupt © 
inclinations, and do What ſeems. - 
good in their Own. Eyes: The, 
ſerve divers luſts and paſsiens, ad 

[ſue their worldly and carnal intereſts, wih? 

tany regard to the Rules preſcrihed to us for ü 

Conduct of our Lives. Yet in the mean 

12 they ſooth and flatter themſelves as be- 

Religious enough, and in a ſafe Condition, 

d entertain in their minds the Hope of ror = 

Life, and of a bleſſed Immortality. This 

in and groundleſs conceit and opinion f 

emſelves, and their falſe bopes prove hutt- 

and ien, fatal and ne unto 8 
em. 
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Ing too many of this ſort of Men, their i 


Wo 25 theſe; that they have been Bapriſed, and ha 
been admitted to the Lordi Super; That the 5 


1 that they live ſo innocently as they canz that the 


have a great Averſion for all theſe who diff; 
in Opinion from them; that they frequent 


wait on all the Opportunities for receivingtb 
F Sacrament of the LORD's Supper; that the 
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weening opinion of themſelves, and of the ſtaff 
of their Souls, and their hopes of future happ . 
neſs, are founded on ſuch weak and ſlender gros ej 


are well eſteemed by their Neighbours; that noi 
can challenge them for any ſcandalous bebavind; 


know more of Matters of Religion than ma 
others; that they are Sound and Orthodox inthe 
Opinions; that they are Zealous for theſe the: 
Opinions, which they take for Truths; : 


Public Meetings for Worſhipping GOD; a 


have - adjoined themſelves to ſach or ſuch 
Party; that they have performed diverſe gc 
and laudable Actions: Upon ſome of theſe at 


others of the like ſort, they fancy and preſu at 
chat they ate in a very good State; and doll, 2 
not, but that it ſhall be well with them in d 95 
World to comte. | „„ Wat 
nis ſort of Men being blinded by Seon 

and not conſidering what the Terms are, oug 
S which-GOD in His Infinic Mercy is to fave... - 
ful Man on the account of the Merits and Pitch 


diation of our Blaſed ae Fejus, 268 ON vg 
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7 The frft Diſcaurſmme. 3 
ao on them pardon of fin, and Eternal Life - 4 
nd Bleſſedneſs, and not'duely reflecting on 

e temper of their Minds, and the cou 
eir Lives, nor examining with due care 
hether they have performed the Terms pre- 
S:ibed by GOD to us for obtaining Eternal 
alvation, and on which alone it is to be ob- 
ined; - Without more adoe conclude :them= - 
Fes to be in a fafe and happy State, and 
pubt not, but that GON in His Infinite Merey. : 
rr the Merits of Chriſt (ball beſtow Eternal 
Fife upon them. | I tg RM 
But there are others, who being taught, that 
W-i:band Repentance are the Condition on which 4% 
one all who are come to age, and have the 
e of Reaſon can be ſaved, do highly miſtake 
emſelves, and on falſe and uncertaingrounds;* 
Wrelume that they have performed thefe Terms, 
d that they do Repent and Believe; Andis 
Wnceive a ſure Hope that they ſhall be ſaved. 
hey then come to conſider themſelves, as not 
Foncerned in the threatnings denounced againit 
FW and Sinners, and do not regard the Warns 
es which are given to us to ſſee from the 
rath to come, and ſo are not awakned to flee * 
om it. Theſe hurtful and perniciens:eonceits and * 
oughts of themlelyes,and groundleſs hopesare * 
teriſhed by tliem: They are unwilling to part 
ith them, and can hardly bedriven from them, 
o they can never, until they abandon thele, - 
Ee OTIS. - 5, ne_ 
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4 | - eaſily impoſed upon, and be ſo willingly de 


| F be Happy, yet our Nature is ſo corrupt, thi 
follow ſuch courſes as are grievous te the fleſi 


£ verſion from the only Terms on which Etern 
Life may be obtained. The perſons of wht 
= weare fiow ſpeaking, being unwilling toabat 


bition, their ſenſuality and love of fleſhlyyla 


ing Happy in the World to come. They g 
dt every thing which may beget or ſupport ſut 
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4 The fort Diſcourſe | 
have a right Underfadding of their preſent ſtat 
nor a well grounded Hope of the Life and Ble 
Rangel to me 
It may ſeem ſtrange that Men fhould be 


ceived in an Affair, which is of fo great in 
portance to them: But we will ceaſe to wondell 
at it, if we duely conſider, that it is deep 
ſunk in the Nature of Man to defire the cor 
nuance and perpetuity of his being in a Hep 
State, and that tho all Men are thus deſiroust 


Men are unwilling te deny themſelves, andt 
renounce their own will and deſires, and 


and obſtructive to their carnal and world 
projects and deſigns, and ſo have a ſtrong: 


don thoſt ways by which their pride and 


ſures, ot their covetouſneſs or malice, e the 
other luſts and paſſions may de gratified, an 
110 being earneſtly deſirous to obtain Eten, 
ife: They endeavour by all means to find d 
a way, whereby they may at once freely ü 
dulge their luſts, and have the Hope alſo of bt 
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1 be obtained, or expected by us, but on the 


Id that unleſs we Believe and . we 
Knot be Saved; they therefore uſe ſuch Arts 


lieve and repent, tho they ſerve their Luſts 
d paſſions, and fulfill the Deſires, of their 
leſhly minds, and do whatſoever their cor- 
orldly Intereſts prompts them to. 


chis Epiflle was written, diverſe Perſons, 


re of Men at this day, Such Men think that 
ey believe, and therefore their Salvation is 
ut of doubt with them; tho they do not live 


F-ith, which cannot {ave Men, and that thi 


State of Salvation, while they did nat obey 


5 | on 3 
15 Hope in them, while they continue in theit 
* iſobedience to the Laws of the Goſpel. Theß 
pow that Eternal Life and Bleſſedneſs is not 


erms which are propoſed to us in the Goſpelʒ 


they can, for aſſuring themſelves that they | 


There were, it ſeems in thoſe days, where. 


ho thought that their Faith would ſave them, 
hatſoever their Lives and behaviour were, 
Td without doubt there are not a few of this 


Laws of CHRIST, and did nor bring ook : 


pt inclinarions and reſpect to their carnal and Mi 


Wrtcably to the Laws of Feſus. Againſt this ol 
ry pernicious Errour, the. Apoſele in the lat- MM 
rpart of this Chapter, does vehemeatly con- 
nd, and aſſert ſtrongly, that there is a dead 


d faith is a Faith without works : by, which lil 
o Aſſertions, their fooliſn conceit of being in 
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E Ip to him ,may be quite overthrown;and af 
F cheir vain hopes of obtaining eternal Life ma 
be ſhaken and daſhed. Theſe are ſufficient, 
= Mcn have any regard for their Eternal Well 
WW - fire, to convince them of their dangerousan 
deſtructive Errour and Miſtake, | | 
That there is a dead Faith, ſuch as cannt 
BS avail us, is ſo evident that unleſs Men do wil 
= lingly chut their Eyes, they cannot but ſee ii 
The Apoſtle here tells us that the Devils belieii. 
and tremble, and _—_—_ how many are wi 
ling to hide it from them elves, he vehementl$: 
urgeth the knowledge and acknowledgemet 
of it in theſe words. But wilt thou know, ( 
voin man, that Faith without Works is dead, M 
hear that Simon Magus believed, and that mani 
believed in the Name of Foſus,to whom he woul be 
not truſt himſelf. In the Parable of the Soweſhin 
SF -our Saviour tells us, that ſome received the Wolporr 
© who receive no Benefit by it. And indeed th 
are very blind, who ſee nor this dead faith 
abound in all Chriſtian Societies, Every Fait 
then is not a {ound Faith: There bs a kind e 


j * Faith that cannot ſave us. g 
This Dead Faub may be knows it is thi a 
Faith which is without works; The Failing 


which is without works of piety, Rightrouſut 
And Cbarity : It is the Faith which is Erase t 
from Obedience to the Lews of Jeſus: th 
$S Fark mach a man may have, and yet eon 
N £5 - 


17 3 


d be to do-hisown will, and fulfill the deſires of "il 
mai Fleſbly mind, and conform himſelt to the Mt 
nt, World : ſuch a Faith a Man way have, and "i 
Weller have no reſpe& to the Laws of Feſus, but | 


glect the great and indiſpenſable Duties of a 
hriſtian Life, and allow himſelt in the uſe of 
nnoſilawtu] pleaſures, or in covetous and oppteſ- 


IS an 


 willſhe courſes, and in indulging his own luſts and "Mi 
ſeeifffaſſions, ſuch a Faith is . without doubt a 4 


ith, and ſurely every ſuch Faith as is not y- 
ative and productive of good works is a dead | if 
ith, If we will abſtract from this effe&'of i 
Waich, and this Power, Efficacy and Life 
fit, we will find no ſmall reſemblance betwixe al 
found and ſaving Faith, and this dead Faith,: 
it is in ſome Perſons, much like to that which 


vou berwixt a Body wichout the Spirit, and a Body 
oweumated by the Spirit: their outward Figure,” 
Wogorm and Shape is the ſame, they have che 

theme Members, only the former wants the 


ife and motion, which the other have, Some 
erfons being awakened to concern them 
ves for their eternal Wellfare, and knaw-"* 
g that faith is abſolutely neceffary in order 
o attainment of everlaſting” Life, and yet be- 
g enſlaved to their Luſts, and unwilling tc 

ave ſuch Courſes, wherein their Euſts may 

e ſerred and gratitied, they endeayour accog- 
ing to the different apprehenfiens they have il 
tthe nature of Faith, to form it in themfelves Ml 
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3 "The firſt Diſcourſe; © 
in ſuch Roe ic may ſubſiſt in thun 
and yet comply with the liberty which they o 
ſolve to take of indulging the Fleſh, and t 
Luſts thereof. We do not {ay that they. « 

expreſly intend this, but by the imperceptib 
working of corrupt Nature, and the deceithy 
neſs of their Hearts, they come thus to haye 
Faith formed in them, which reſemblesa tn 
and ſaving Faith: they believe the Goſpel, an 
iaſſent to the Truth of the Chriſtian Docttin 
and are found and Orthodox in their Opinio 

and do know and profe/# the Truth: they a 
ply to themſelves the promiſes of the Goſpe 
and rely on Feſus for obtaining Salvation ati 
Eternal Life by kim; it may beſometimes, h 
ing that it is neceſlary to do ſo, they give 
= formal and expreſs conſent to it, that he HH 
& their LORD and SAVIOUR, and reſobve 
Ss obey him, hure themfelves that he is the 
LORD and SAVIOUR, and that they half 
be Saved by Him, Thus they may frequent: 
s ly. ſeem to do with great Seriouſneſs and 
Sincerity in ſome fits of Devotion, being inſti 
= gated thereunto by their own. Conſcience 
more throughly awakened by ſome Sermonsfe t 
or by ſome ſharp Afflictions, or by the appte pa 

” henfion of the approach of Death: Now did 
their Faich doth much reſemble a Lively and 8. 
Saving Fatih ;only it too often wants the-LileFon 

Spirit, Power and Efficacy, which the oths ite 
hach, and is ſtill a dead Faith; the mere Car 
caſe of it. EPR So 
. 1 


he, 


=, a” a 


dome there are, and of this ſort there are too 


* my, who, being blinded by the inordinate 
d cio of themſelves, preſume without any evi- 


apoubr not but they ſhall be Saved; which is the 
fe& of ignorance and ſelf- love. | 


ithout Forks, do nevertheleſs conclude that 


hey are uncertain Marks of Faith, if they 
Way be where goed Works are not, and they 
ons Fre then falſe Markt, when they are actually 


pref p2rated from an intire Subjection to GOD, 


tid unceſerved vbeHence to Him. 


and S>me conclude that they have Sawing Faith, -- 

HeFom their having felt ſuch things as are uſually * 

neccedent to a true and Saving Faith; ſuch as 
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nce that they believe. They flatter them 

ves into an Opinion that they have Faith, | 
o they forget GOD. and caſt his Laws be- 

nd their back: Having flattered themſelyes 
to a Perſwafion that GOD loves them, and 
at they ſhall be Saved through the merit of ä 
HRIST, they live without fear. or appre 


nion of the Wrath which is coming, and 


There arenot a fou, who tho their Faith be | 


ey have Saving Faith trom ſome ſuch Evi- 
ences, ſighs and Marks of Faith, as are either 
iſe or uncertain : and without doubt they 
e ſuch, it they be ſeparated from a courſe 6 
Wuombic ebedience to the Laws of Jeſus, a con- 
ientious care to ſerve and obey him, and a 
Wutiful reſpect to all his Commandment. 
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theſe, that they have felt the work of the Lud 
and have been by it brought to a convigieO! 


| * 
| | 
; 
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and ſenſe of their ſinful and wretched Star th 
and have been made ſenſible of the Hazaiſhe 
in which they were of Periſhing, and of bein par 
CLoſt and undone for ever: that they have fern 
the work of the Goſpel, and have by it ſeentWhd i 


=, Excellency of CHRIST, and been perſwaty 
He i, able to Save to the uttermoſt, "all „ 
Sc unto GOD by Him, they have ſeen thi 
they can by no means fave themſelves, thaſſkve 
Ss there i5 no Salvation for them in any other but 
| Feſus, and that there is no other Name by whi 
| awe muſt be Saved; they have been aſſured of ij 
willingneſs, and readineſs to receive and en 
brace all, whatſoever they have been, whi 
come unto him; they have come to have 
high eſteem of him, and he hath been precio 
in their eyes; and they have had earneſtds 
fires after him. „ Sel 
Tney are alſo much confirmed in their op 
nion that they have a lively and Saving Fail 
from the experience they have of-ſuch thing 
= in themſelves, as are common and ordinat 
effects and conſequents of Believing, and of: 
8 lively and faving Faith, Such as chele, the) 
= have found great Swretneſs in the Diſcovericy 
- *whielh have been made unto them of the lo 
of God in Chriſt, and a great warmneſs/all 
melting of Heart, when the bitter 'Sullgnml 
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nie Din, it 
d the painful, ſhameful & curſed Death of our 
BORD and SAVIOUR have been Repreſented - 
them; they have been much comforted by 
ze Promiſes of the Goſpel; they have been 
ar touched, and much moved in bearing ſoms 
rmons, and have felt the power of the Word. 
d their Hearts have been. warmed,and burnt 
ithin them at ſome Communions, . and they - 
ave had ſome times much enlargement of 
art in Prayer ,and they ſuppoſe that the, 14 
ve ſometimes been admitted to a great dea 
F nearneſs to GOD, and familiarity with him, “ 


* - 
. 


= 


i 


bind have had intimat Communion with him ; 
oF find ſome ſuppoſe that they have been favou- 


d with ſpecial vis, manifeRtations, and 
ch other Love-tokens. They have found 
emſelves aſſiſted and carried through ſome 
Pifficulties, and have been helped in the per- 
Wrmance of Religious Duties : they perform 
me Offices of Religion with a great deal of 


opiſrvour, and are zealous for ſuch Opinions in 
"anlatters of Religion as they ſuppoſe tobefolid, A 
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; 
hingſound and Orthodox, and are much concetnec 
or the party to which they have adjoyned if 
emſelves, 3 1 
From thefe, and the like /n and markt, 
len may without doubt conciude that they. © 
we a lively and Saving Faith, if with theſe 
anicre be in them a conſtant care to do the will 
Ting 
an 
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Cod, and to obſerve and keep all his . 
. mandments, 
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Tespe. 
maulnments, and to avoid every thing that 
diſpleaſing to him, and diſagreeable to 
Will and Laws, and be humble and not u 
born and ſelf-willed, but ſubmiſſive to G0 "y | 
and obedient to his Laws, and have a due: 
bed for all bis Commandments : otherways, al 
the fore-mentioned Sighs and Marks fignif 
nothing. None of the common Works of th 
Spirit of GGD in the Souls of Men, can 
ſufficient Evidences of a true and Saviug Faith 
nor can any experience we have, prove ſuch 
” Faith to bein us, if we have not experience. 
| the Spirit's renewing our Natures, and:formin 
Ebrif in us, and conforming us to him int 
* temper of our minds, and in the courſe of a 
= Life, Sanctifying us, and writing bis Low i 
our hearts, and cauſing us walk in bis Statuuſſ;. 
teaching us to do bis will, inclining, ſtrengthenlf 
ing and inabling us to do whatſeever he Com 
| mands us, working in us both to will and tu Ao 
and removing the averſion, which is in our M, ſu 
tures; from the Holy ways of GOD, mornil,,, 
ing ourLuſts, and ſubdaing our Paſſions. 
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It is ſure and certain, and we can admit n 


doubt about it, if we believe the Goſpel, thats 
ving Faith cannot be without Works if then 
be time and occaſion for it, whereſoever it M 7; 
ie 15 operative, and does always produce Lou: x 

and by Love, (which begets in us a fixed ang,;. 
ſttrong propenſion and inclination to ploy : ls, 
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hat Ne and Honour GOD, and to beſubmiſfiy 
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fects of a lively and ſaving Faith. All Know- 


ons in the Soul, and its motions towards 


bedience, and are deſtitute of Good Works, are 
t weak and inſignificant ſtirrings in the Soul 


Wwards Him, who is the proper and due Ob- 
""S$ of its higheſt Eſteem, Love and Affection; 


hey are but paſsing thoughts, which are of 


Ws. The Apoſtle tells us plainly we are no- 
ing, that tho we have all Fai -h, if we want 
barity, we are nothing, It cannot be but that 
ith without Works is a dead faith. Since the 
olySeriptures do ſo clearly teach us, and give 
sſuch aſſurance of it, that withour Holineſs nv 
an shall ſee the LORD, and that Jeſus is the 


F, or can. enter inte the City above, but only 
ty who do his Commandments, * 8 
It ſufficiently appears from what hath been 


aith, and that the hopes of many are ground - 
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2 
His Will in all things, and to obe His ml 
Jemmandments) it is productive of Good Works, Wi 


d of Obedience to GOD: Faith worketh by 
ve, Good Works are the proper and certain 


OD and Chriſt, which are not attended wick 


Hetle or no Force and Efficacie, and airy noti- LE 
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lu: hor of Eternal Salvation to all them that abe 
im. And that none have a Right to the Tree of il 


id, that there are very few who have ſaving : 


Fi, who ſuppoſing that they have Faith; look Wl 
5 . "WY 


We of the Trurb and aſſent to it, all Tranſa- | 
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_ The fri Diſcourſe 
= to beſaved, tho their Lives do evidently d 
monſtrate, that their faith is a dead faith, 
may ſee too many, who profeſs the Chriſti 
= Religion, and think that they have faith, an 
that they believe in Jeſus, but their faith is wit 
out works, There are too many whole faith 
without Devotion, and without Work: of Pich 
They believe, but GOD js not in all their though 
they forget him, and do not worſhip Him, 
call on His Name: They have lictle or no Re 
verence for His Name and Ordinances, an 
upon any ſlerider, weak and vain pretenc 
neglect His Worſhip; and proudly and pi 
= ſumptuouſly prefer their own will to His, 
= 'expreſ> little cr no Regard for His Laws a 
& Commandments. The faith of many is wit 
cout Works of Righteouſneſs: They believe, Ha 
they care not how they carry and behave te 
wards othets;when the hope of more or lels gal 
invites, if no hurt or damnage be imported 
= themſelves thereby, they ſtand not to che 
= deceive, and defraud their Neighbours ; The 
carry proudly and haughtily, and are unruly an 
ungovernable, ſtubborn and diſobedient 
their Superiors; They do much Reſent the mal: 
petty injury, whether real or only fancied 
be an injurie, and are malicious and revenge 
ful; They are fierce and ſurly, and take the fei 
dom to ſpeak evil of others, and to traduq 
calumniate and reproach them, The Faith 
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* The firf# Deſcourſe: (2 15 
t a few is without Works of Charity, they care 
De for others, if it be well with themfeives, 
hey conſider not others, and are little con- 
ned for them; They have llttle compaſſion 
r thoſe who are in diſtreſs, and will beſto r 
tle or no coſt or labour for their help and 
lief; They are hard hearted toward the poor 
dindigent, and do contemn, deſpiſe andne= 
ect them, Some believe, but they do not 
e ſobedly: They do not reſiſt the inclinations 
their corrupt nature to fleſhly pleaſures, but 
hen they are enticed, or even have but op- 
rtunity for it, they run isto exceſs of riot, and 
Wink drunk, or wallow into other impure 
eaſures. Under afii#ion many who think MW 
ey have Faith, either quite faint, orare utterly i 
patient, and they grudge and murmure. 
ch is the Faith of many: They believe, but 
ey are worldly and covetous, falſe and unjuſt, WM 
uel and oppreſſive in their dealings, and lye 
Id ſwear raſhly and falſly, when they may 
in any thing by it, or avoid hurt or damnage. 
W he Faith which the far greater part of theſe 
ave, who profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians 
this corrupt age, is conſiſtent with the inor- 
Inate love of the World, with the inordinate 
Pre of themſelves, with unmortified luftsand 
Fnſubdued paffions, with pride, covetouſneſs, 
Falnalitie, wich covetous and oppreſſive cour- 
+ and practices, and with other 1 of 
* | | licen- 
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n Men ge erally RV t 
© they believe, and that they have Saving Fil 
but they do their own willl, and indulperot 
flelh, and conform themſelves to the World 
their manners and cuſtoms. Such is the fal 
of moſt of men: Their faith is a dead fa 
Which cannot fave them, being witho 
Fad | 8 
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THE SECOND 4 


| | [DISC OURSE 
The Difference between Tru 
and fate : Repenrance. 


2s UK KE XIII. 35 
va, ye Repen?, ye "mw all 2 per 


JR Bleſſed LORD and. SAVIOUR do 
\F/. here expreſly tell us that Repentance 
_..-- Andiſpenſably required of us, and tb 
we cannot eſcape deſtruction unleſs we Rept 
We have no reaſon to doubt of the Truth Id c. 
that which our LORD here aſſerts once a the 
again, but may with the greateſt aſſurance co the 
clude, that all who come to age, and ate y 


able of g on themſelves, and 9 
e 
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be jecond Diſcousſt. 
ring their ways and doings, chall noteſcape "8 
Faernal deſtruction, but (hal periſh, unleſs they We 
tot dent. | I FOR, - ib. os | 
rid 1 is true that Fe/us by his humble Obedience 
Rift Death, even the Death of the Croſs, did 
fait pardon of ſin, and did purchaſe Life and 
chohmortality for poor ſinful Mortals, and that 
Job by the Goſpel calls us to the participation 
Jmeſe great Things which - Jeſus hath pur- 
Baſed: But it is no leſs true that theſe are not ⁵⁶ſä 
be beſtowed on any but ſuch as Repent. It is 
theſe Terms alone that we can obtain par- | 
n of ſin, and avoid eternal death and de- 
uction, and be admitted to the poſſeſſion of 
ernal Life. Repentance is required of us as a M 
ceſſary and indiſpenſable condition of par- 
n of ſin and of Eternal Salvation. 
This is the Great Buſineſs of the Preachers of AY 
Goſpel, and of the Meſſengers, whom GOD 
\ Wids to treat with us; Even to call us te Re- 
iſh. Prance. Joby the Baptiſt did thus begin his 
Jiniſtry; And Chriſt himſelf, when be firſt 
doſſtered on the publick Exerciſe of his Office, 
MC eache Repentance, and called men thereunte. 
d chanereſoe ver the Goſpel is preached in any 
depage of the World, GOD by it calls all Men, 
Id commands them to Repent. All the Effects 
the Divine Providence, towards: our ſelves, 5 
Ache Society in which we live, have a ten- 
Ancy to awaken us, and to moye us to Repent 
gen f Wc and 
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1 | would be ſaved, yet few repent of their wich 
| neſs, few ſay, What bave I done? Every meth 


| ö courſe of Life, Whatfoever GOD {ay to the 
4 ay His Mellengers, or whatſoever. He dot 


# 55 1. n. 2 Date 65 6 
00 8 8 turn to GOD; Whettier W h 
ffects of his Mercy, Goodneſs , Long-ſufferingife 
and. Forbearance, or of his Juftice and Seven 1 
iy, Anger and Diſpleaſure ; - All the Effets 
of Bounty, Goodneſs and Patience cowar@nd 
: Asalfo, all his Rods and the Judgementbſc 
Shich He inflicts on us, do call us to Rqaſſhei 
lane. | Nen 
Not wichſtanding that the LORD doth bir 
_ earneſtly, and by fo many Means call us Had 
| Repuntovee, * and tho He doth fo plainly 'reprffclv 
ſent to us the neceſſity of Repentance, ii 5 


eth to his courſe, as the borſe ruſteth_i#10#ht bum 
It was thus in former Ages, and is fo-llilh 
Nen generally continue to be ſuch as formed Jerk 
they were, and live as they have done; Thi 
do not think on a change of their temper ai 


em. The covetous, ambitious, Iuxuriou 
Fog fraudulent, e. continne to bs ſl his 
er{ons, tho they be warned of the wil 
irh is coming, and it be plainly told the 
op His Meſſengers, That unleſi they repent, Uh 
Ha cerivinly prib, nevertheleſs e continiſ 
fin in their impenitencie, and harden the 
hearts to Poe a dexter. that — the Mes 
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q © The dee Diſcouh” os W 
hich are uſed for rheir Recovery, have ns 

ea upon ten. 
ee It may be enquired whence it comes to paſs WM 
nat Men, being ſo much concerned to Repent, 
war ind being frequently and plainly told of the 
nent bſolute Neceſſity of Repentance, go on ſtill in 
Raalhbeir ſinful ways, and continue impenitent. 
t may ſeem a very ſtrange and unaccountable 
oth Mhing, that Men ſhould be fo mad as wilfully Wl 
us nd wittingly to ruine and deſtroy them- 
reprefcl ves. "4 2AM (fas - 3.425 24» 00 
iff Some are ſo ſenſual and brutiſh, ſo dull and 
ichMtupid, that they are not at all touched wich ⁵ä 
efininy thing, which doth only concern their Soul Me 
Saitif@nd their future ſtate in the World to come. 
-RillChey have ſome uſe of their Reaſon and Un- 
meEcrſtanding in the managementoftheir worldly 
ThSffairs, only in this buſineſs, which imports "W 
ranfmoſt, they ſeem to be wholly. void of Reaſon 
heEind of che Underftanding of Men, and do nod 

Pehave as Reaſonable Creatures. They are pat MM 

Peeling, and have no ſenſe of any thing f | 
his kind, tho it be plainly and clearly repre- W 
ented to them. Their hearts are waxedgroſs WM 
and GOD in His juſt Indignation for their ſins, 
ath plagued them with this ſore judgement; 
nc hath given them a ſpirit of {umber, {o that MW 
the bey have eyes and ſee not, ears and bear not, bearts WM 
dea but do not underfland. | 5 * Y 1 | il 
ue Some fare ſo mes” ith ſelf- love, 9 | 
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they can by no means be drawen from the 


= ings. | 


*£ The ſecond Diſconrſe.* 
it be fully and plainly repreſented. to the 
=_ that url: they repent and turn to GOD, the 

8 {hall without doubt periſh, yet they continy 
in their fins; And notwithſtanding all the ſe 
vere threatnings of GOD denounced again 
impenitent ſinners, theyſpromiſe Peace to them 
ſelves, and will not let go their vain au 
groundleſs hopes of Eternal Life, preſuming 
en the Infinit Mercy of GOD, and the Merits g 
our bleſted Saviour. Tho their ſin ul ſtate he 
re preſented to them, and the Neceſſity of/ 
FCbange of the temper of their Minds, and of thi 
cCourſe of their Lives, they have no mind to it 
bur reſolve to hold on in their ſinful ways and 
courſes, and yet they hope {till that ic ſhall be 
well with them, and as well as thoſe, wht 
make more ado: about their Salvation; And 


their falſe and preſumptuous hopes, They hope 
ſtill, tho they continue to live, as they han 
done, and do not amend their ways and de 


There are too many, tho they hear and u 
derſtand that they are loſt and undone for ever 
_ unleſs they repent, yet they go on reſolutely in 
their own ways. They would be content 1 
obtain Salvation and to avoid deſtruction; 
But they like not the Terms on which alen lin 
they may avoid the wrath which is comingggrie 
and may obtain Eternal Life, They ate no 
24 | 13 M 
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be ſteond Diſcourſe: 2x WM 
uch in t6ve with their ſinful ways, and are 
\ enſlaved to their ſenſual and brutiſh luſts and 
:ffions, and ſo reſolute to fulfil the deſires of * 
eir fleſhly minds, that they will rather ruine 

nd deſtroy themſelves, than abandon their 
in and ſinful courſes of Life Theſe Men 
buſe death and deſtruction, and may juſtly be ſaid 
love it, it being the neceſſary : conſequent of 
nal impenitency. They will rather die and 
eriſh eternally, than renounce their own wall, 
of And forſake their ſinful ways and corrupt cour- 
ith: and ſubject themſelves to GOD, and live 
0 11Woly and Religious Lives. 

and But the greater part of thoſe, who hear the 
|| befGofpzl. ſeem to ſuppoſe that they have already 
who e pented, and not aftew, perſwade themſelves 
Andf ic. Thus they put by all the FWernings which 
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helFere given them of the wrath which is com- 


jope 
Hape 


de 


ng, and all the Calls of GOD to Repencance, 
hile thinking that they have Repented, they 
ook on themſelves as not concerned therein. 
They know not the Nature of True Repentance, Wl 
nd take that for it, which is not it, and do 
langeroufly miſlake about it. | 134 
Some ignorant perſons think that they are 
ue Penitents, if they confeſs that they are ſin- 
ers, and crave mercy from GOD, and pray 
im to pardon their ſins ; if they expreſs ſome 
rief and ſorrow for their ſins, tho they do not 
now particularlis wherein they have tranſ- 
greſſed 


„ Tobe ſecond Difcomſe, © _ 
FAFreſſed che Laws of GOD; and have little He 
no ſenſe of any particular ſin; And if they 
charged with any fin, whether of omiſſion, 
ok commiſſion, whereof. others of their ru 
and condition are ordinarlie guiltie, they g 
= ther deny or mince it, and juſtiſie them 
3 —— 
© Some doubt not but they have repented, þ 
cauſe they have been convicted of ſin, and ha 
had aſenſe of many particular ſins; which th 
= Have committed, and have been troubled ; 
Fgrie ved for them. Of this conviction there 

= diverſe degrees: Some are challenged by the 
» Conſcience for one or more grievous crim 
= for which they are filled with horrour and cob 
fuafion: Some are ſenſible not only of a fewt 
their greater and more crying ſins of commiſia 
but alſo of many ſins of amiſion. They at 
convinced that they have too much negleda 
the Means of Grace, that they have not car 
to know GOD, and His Will revealed tou 
that they have forgotten Him; that they haſt 
not acknowledged Him for the Effects of H 
Bounty and Goodneſs; that they have nd 
pray ed to Him; that they have neglected thi 
-preat Salvation propoſed to us in the Golpel”* 
that they have undervalued. the Love and Fit. © 
vour of GOD, and have deſpiſed all ti e greil 
Things purchaſed by our bleſſed Sauiour atk 
dear a rate; that they have not duely atrengd 
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tle Ne ſolemn Meetings for the Worſhip of GOD, "I 
d have neglected the performance of ſeveral 3 


1 ber Duties of Religion. Such Cen viffieni may 
turn often, either when Sickneſs or Pain 
ye izeth upon them, or. on occaſion of any x 


e paſiderable Loſs or Dammage ſuſtained. by = 
em, or of ſome other Trouble and Affliction 
Sc of ſome publick Calamities, wherein they 

p hemſelves are, or, may be involved, or of the ; 

earing of ſome awakening Diſcourſe, or Ser- 

on, or at a Communion, In ſome the Ef. 
eds of ſuch Convictions are more remarkable, 
nd they are affected with ſhame and ſorrow, and 
re filled with fear and terreur from the appre- 
Henſion of the Divine Wrath ard Vengeance 
due to them for their Sins, Such People do 
ſually look on themſelves as true penitents,and 

V do others take them to be ſuch, feeing them 

xpreſs ſo much Grief and Sorrow for their 

There are ſome, who come a ſtep further, 

they are not only convinced of the ſinfulneſs of 

the by-paſt courſe of their Lives, and are grie- 

ved for it, but they alſo purpoſe and reſolve to *Þ 

do no more, as they have done, and to con- 

tinue no more ſuch perſons as they have for- 
merly been, but to «mend their ways and do- 

"gs, and to forſake all their vicious courſes W 

and practices, and from henceforth to live un- 

to God, and do his will, andfobey his Com- 
SCE al DR © 


awakened by the ſenſe of their fin, and th 
fear of the Wrath that is coming; they wi 


„. ond Diſesurſe. 


mandments. Thus many do When they ar 


ſolve on another courſe of Life, and purpe 
to renounce all ungodlineſs and worldly luſti, an 


to live righteouſly, ſoberly and Godly for the future 


and now thete people think that there is nc 
doubt to be made of the Truth af their R 
pentance. But with too many this fit- is ſoot 


gone, and they continue, notwitiftanding 


= cheſe their purpoſes and reſolutions to be ſud 
23 Een as formerly they were. If we lock 


bout us, we cannot but obſerve it in many ei 
ſlons, who when they are in ſickneſs, and: 


Ipecially, if they be apprehenſive of the ap 
proach of Death, or are under any heavy trol 
ble and affliction, ſeem very reſolute to forlakt 
their ſinful ways and courſes, and to live holy 


Lives, that within a little time after their dei 


liverance from their Fears ar Troubles, it aps 
pears how weak all their good purpoſes and reſs 
lutiont were, and how little effect all their vows 
and promiſes to reform their Lives have. 
Some Men not only purpoſe to amiend their 
Ways and Doings, but they alſo begin to do it, 
and for ſome time ſhorter or longer are much 
changed to the better, and ſeem to be quite 0s 
ther perſons, than formerly they were. Theſe 


think that they have good and ſufficient 
ground to judge that they have truely Repen- 


ted, 


at this their goodneſſe' it at the morning cloud, 
ud as the early dew it goeth away, Theſe firs of 
doodneſs do quite evaniſh, and they return to 
e ſuch perſons as formerly they were, and 


accuſtomed to Swear rafbly, and on every 


od, ceaſe to do ſo any more, and ſo ſome 


alked. Theſe perſons think that on that ac 
und, tho in the mean time they neglect moſt 
of the Duties of a Chriſtian Life,' and have no 
reſþe(t to all the Commandments of God. 


many of their ſinful and vicious courſes, but 4. 


ch not wanting ſuch as make a great Prof:flion of 
0 Religion, and appear very concerned and 
le Yzcalous for Truth and Righteouſneſs. Theſe 
nt Perſons are often very diligent & active in the 

Ipecformance of the external Offices of Religion, 
| TEEN! and 
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F d, and others cannot but judge well of them. 


lapſe into their former courſe of Life, or the 

zcome worſe than they were formerl x7. 
But there are ſome, who not only for x little 
me abandon their vicious courſes, but they © 
ite forſake them, and never more return theres 
nto. So ſome who were given to excels iM 
Irinking come to be ſober, ſome who were 


ight occaſion to profane the holy Name f 
Forſ ke ſome of the ſinful ways, in which they : 


ount they may conclude that their Repentance © 


There are alſo ſome, who not only forſake |} 


likeways many things in compliance with the | 
it N Laws and Rules preſcribed to us. There are 


—— 
4 


= hag 
* 
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_ "© Jechud* Diſc D 
FE attend carefully on, all = abc Wk 
e, run hither. aud thither to he 
= Seer, and pretend to no little care to avoid 
whatever bath any appearance of evil, ; 
WW adjoyn.themſelves to the Godly party. "Fu 
1 they come to ſdppoſe themſelves te be true # 
au, and are eſteemed ſuch by others, ti 
& continue ftill enſlaved to the love of the 
orld, and indulge to their Luſts in.many 
| things, and do not ſubject themſelves intireh 
© £0 Jeſus. 
W - Beſides, thoſe perſons, who, tho the neceſſity 
. 8 ane be plainly intimated. to them, di 
not obey the Call and Invitation of GOD te 
= zum, chere are yet too many others, who 
ute conſcious to themſelves that they have not 
|  repented\5e who know alſo thatthey muſt repeat, 
er. periſh, and do therefore reſolve to repeat 
bat they cannot be meved preſently to do it, and 
© put it over to another time. On the on 
1 Rand they are preſſed and urged to Repent and 
turn to Ged, by their Conſcience repreſenting toi ab]! 
them that they are undene for ever, wnleſs tb anc 
repent: on the other hand, their Luſt pull ty! 
them back, and they are holden by the cord y 
of their own Iniquities. To ſtop the clamours Sta 
of their own Conſcience, they reſolve to repent, ¶ na 
and turn to God, and to gratify their Luſt; 
V they deſign to indulge to them a while longer the 
aa delay. and put off their REO Tr 


k f 7 "4 


... 


7h ſeach? bfai + SY 
| another time. Some of them kate &belo 7 
le a matter to Repent, chat they deut nor” + 
diſpatch it at any time they think fit theo t 
ere the laſt moment of their Life: they:think 
at they may Repent when they will; foitliey : 
ut it off for the preſent time, and reſolve t 
o it after wards at a more convenient Seaſn. 
Theſe and all others who eontinue in ther 
npenitency, are too much enſlaved to the Jave - 
the world, and of the things which An 
o this preſent Life, and have little ot ne 
- for their future ftate in the World N 
ome. They would be well here, andwould” 3 
Aire at eaſe, and would do their own will. and 
would have their Luſts and carnal appetits gra- 
ti fie d. Preſent things and ſuch as are ſoendiy 
Them are moſt in their hearts, future hopes and 
ears have little influence on them, which 
maſſcome to pals either by their unbelief, or want 
Jof due conſideration. They look onely at the bing 
vbich are ſeen and are preſent,” and are agres- 
able to the Fleſh, and either do not believe, © 
and are not throughly perſwaded of the reali- 
ty of Eternal Bliſs and Miſery, or do not due 
ly conſider the Exceilency of that Bleſſed: 
State which is promiſed, nor how. much Eter- 
nal Miſery is to be dreaded and feared, This : 
is the root of went contumacy, and di ſobadienee to 
iche Call and Command of GOD, and oft 
impenitence, that they haye a pallionar re 
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and ireſpect for the things which are ſeen: 
they be but temporal; but they have little Mf che 
no regard for the things which are not ſeen, i bic 
they be eternal. 17 r WH64 epe 
That it may be the better known what Ment⸗ 
pentance it, Which our LORD here aſſerts to #4 


ſo neceſſary, if we would avoid Eternal Deal e, 


ö | Him. Ic is a thorough and laſting change 0 


> fake our corrupt and ſinful ways and courſes 


and Deſtruction, it will not be unfit brieth In 
and plainly to ſhew what it is to Repent, tui 
if it may be, ſome may be reſcued . from; thel$"- 
and the like too common miſtakes,which proy 

ſo pernicious to Men. e 
EKepentance -is nothing elſe, but returnin 
from our ſinful ways to God to ſerve and obe 


Femper, and courſe of Life, To Repent is 
to ceaſe to do evil, and to learn to do good, to fore 


and to live Religious and Holy Lives; it is to 
renounce our own will, our corrupt inclinati 
ons, deſires and appetites, and to ſubje& out 
| ſelves to Jeſus, and to obey the Laws of the 

Goſpel, and co form the temper of our minds 
and the courſe of our Lives according thereuts 
to; it is to renounce all ungodlineſs, and worldly 
Tufts, and to live Godly, Righteouſly and Soberly i 
this preſent world, 1 
Inis is the great and Subſtantial part of R&I" 
pentance; but there are ordinarily other ingte- t 
dients in it, which it will be fit to no 


* 
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{the rather becauſe theſe, or the Semblance 
them are for the moſt part, the grounds on 
hich moſt men ſuppoſe themſelyes to have 
epented, while they are far from true Re- 
entance,  Repewtance then reſpects partly the 


le 
„ th 


** t im of our Lives, and partly the time ta 
ea ve, it looks both backward and fore ward. 
je In regard of the time paſt, there is in it con- 
taal ien, which is the knowledge and ſenſe of 


deln. The true penitent fees and is very ſenſible. 
conf it, that he hath done many things, which he 
Would not have donezhe now clearly perceives, 

nd ſufficiencly underſtands that he hath lived 
ſinful Life, and hath loſt time paſt, and hath. 
aſted and worn it out in. ſin and folljy - 
Being thus convinced, he does not hide his 
ins, but acknowledges; them and confeſſes them: 
God. And when he doth confeſs them, e 
Joth vot excuſe or mince them, but rather ag⸗ 
pravates them, and repreſents. to himſelf. alk 
ach circumſtances, as may make them to ap- 
dear more grievous. Conſidering: with hime. 
elf the infinite Mercy of GOD in (HRT, 
unis readineſs to pardon, and to ad- 
Nit to his Grace and Favour thoſe who are pes. 
rent, he preſents himſelf before God nnd 
1 Wakes a ful} and ſincere Confeſſion of his fins; 
Re Wd does freely and humbly acknowledge 
„hem. POV: | RET 
mY Conſidering his innumerable. and great; 
r 1 " rranlgees 7 


| 9 


4 0 be feste. T 


4 ons, * doth ll | 
N . He ſces himſelf to be very Guilty, an 
ne Ptononhceth Sentence againſt hiniſelf, thi 
e. erves Eternal Death and Deſtrudic 
le & ly acknowledges, that he deſerves 1 
Favour, br that Eternal puniſhment” is due 
i N Him ; and that if he ſhall eſcape from it, 
i de it to the infinite Mercy of GOD 
: | L . A | RIST. 

= © The Senſe which the True Penitent hath4 
Kissin does wound, and pierce his Heart; l 
i affected with grief and ſorrow, and is fill 
Þ #5008 and Ciafuſtim, It grieves him h 
how 4iſe bedient he hath been to G 
is Maker, and continual Benefactor, wit 
Pilar inbience he hath 4. het bis Graciog 
{| Sui und Invitations, how much he hath ü 
4 [ IJ bes his Promiſes, and contemned h 


"Tfiredtnings, how light he hath made of ff 
reat Salvation propoſed to us in the Goſpel 
4 A 8 with his Blood. While be 
; E his een and great men 
i] 3 1 r 

Ken and contrite, and rent as it were wit 

ek and ſorrow 3 and he is greatly diſpleaſe 
+ oma wr 
g j Such 18 true. refentance in den of the 


ha 6fall'the/Great Things, which our'Sai 
4s deep y humbled, his Heart is 

Br himſelf, and doth loarh and abhor nin 

Kh ie it "tops nor here, ae 


ue n 7 5 
eto come. IF it proceed no further it. 13. — 
1c and compleat Repentance: it is Detective 3 
d is not that Repentexce which is the indif-v* 1 4 
nſable Condition of che Terms fixed and fit- 4 
d by God, on which pardon of fin, Delives..- 
doe from the Wrath to come, and a Right: 3 
| 3 Title to Eternal Life are to be obtained. 
As it reſpects the ſuture part of our Ale 
ere is in it a fincere, 5 firm ur, 
je and te lolution to Reformiand amend. a 4 4 
do fully determine and reſolve” 


ntrſoever iemay colt them, to relinquiſh ande 
and nk 


for t 


han don their yain and ſinful ways 
ad to beſtowẽ due care and Dili 
ture to conform themſelves tothe Rules pre 
fibed by the Lord: Jefus and to His Exam 94 
one do truely Repent, who do not pu to 
bey the Lord Jeſus without any eee 
nd to take His Yoke upon them and to dd 
spell hatſoe ver He commands us. MH true Penis ©. 
ents, purpoſe, promiſe, and vo- Obedience 
> Him, truſting to the Promiſes: which He 
hath given us of His Aid and — 
ff the Influence of His Spirit. 
But true Repentance does not ſtop in pacpoles x 
and promiſes of amendment. They who dd 
ruely Repent, perform their purpaſes; e * 
ad . vows. to GOD, and are quite changed 
rom what they were. They . — no r 
os will, they do no more ſetre their e . 


1 
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een. Our Repentance ſhould not end, by 
= With our lives. We ſhould preſerve in our ſche 


Wl "thereof be of a mournful temper, and ſhoult 
have the ſentence of death in our ſelves, that al 


may be founded on the infinite Mercy of GOT 
= chrough Jeſus Chriſt. We ſhould through thi 
= whole courſe of our Lives continue of the Te 
per, and in the poſture of bumble Supplican 
\ begging Mercy trom GOD for the fake of Je 


chat finding what remains to be cor rected, 


. fil the adore ind Ee hel as FR 
nature Neither do they any mere | confuiifiur| 
tbemſelves to the World, but they de the Wi 
of Jeſus, and follow H 855 This their Subj 
| Ron, Submifsion and Obedience to Him 
not a Fit of Godlineſs, which is ſoon gone 
but it is a Permanent thing, which continue 
wich them fo long as they live. All Who 
= truely repent, by patient continuawce in Will d 
= wy ſeek for Glory. Honour and Immortalirg. | 
This is the chief and moſt Eſential part c 
trac repentence, without which all the ott 
things in it come to nothing. 
Wo ſhould fo long as we are in the Wert 
carry and behave as it becomes humble Pen 


à great ſenſe of our ſins, and on the accoun 


our boaſting and rejoycing, and all our hay 


ſus; And ſhould daily reflect on our ſelves 


formed and amended in us, we may conti 
dur carneſt endeavours in premotingthe Wet 


" 
* 
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r Reformation in our ſelves. We ſhould in 
ur ſeveral Stations bring forth Fruit umo GOD: 
ac being ſenſible how much we have by out 
biloful lives diſhonoured Him, we fbould endea- 
mur through the remaining part of our lives 
ond bonour ang glorifie Him by expreſsing in al!“ 

words and actions, a great reverence for Him, 

due reſpect for His Cimmandiments, an ear neſt de- 
e to Pleaſe Him, our preference of His Will to our 
n will and deſires, and to our carnal and 
orldly intereſt, our ſiem belief of His Pro- 
iſes and Threatnings, and our diſeſteem and 
nempt of all the moſt valuable things of this 
orld, being compared with the Favour and © 
e of GOD, and the Glory and Bliſs of that 
ife, to the Hope whereof we are called. 
hus are we ſtill to bring forth Fruit, and to 
Vork meet for Repentance. BE 
Let us often repreſent to our ſelves the N-. 
i of Repentance, and bear it in upon our 
inds, that unleſs, we Repent we cannot avoid 
30 erlaſting deſtruction, but ſhall certainly pe- 
h th, that being thereby awakened we mano 
nger delay to hearken to the Call of the Soſ- 
|, and may reckon it to be downright mad- 
{sto continue in our diſobedience and impe- 
tence; Since we are aſſured that we ſhall 
us deſtroy our ſelves, and ſhall undoubtedly 
rſh, .without Hepe of Recovery to all eterni= 
Let us conſider what true Repentance is, _ * i 
tb C by 
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by the knowledge of its nature, all theſe mi 
ſtakes which prove ſo miſchievous and pernici 
ous to Men, while they thereby cheat and de 
ceive themſelves in this ſo important Aﬀair 
may be quite driven away from us. Let u 
think often on it, and ſeriouſlie conſider what 
true Repentauce is, that we may fullie perceive 
may be throughly aſſured that it is not ſo eaſi 
tctoRepent as moſt Men take it to be, & that it i 
nà very dangerous thing to delay, and put it of 
till Sickneſs ſeize on us, and death approach 
to us. It ſeems too ſevere and hard to affirn 
that true Repentance is then impoſsible, but thi 
may be ſafelie, warrantablie, and confidentlie 


— — ä 


aſſerted, that none can be then in an ordinatie 19 

way fullie aſſured of the Truth of that theit 
late Repentance, and ſo cannot be aſſured off © 

= their Salvation, ſince they have net opportuni : 


= tic to give proof of the Soliditie and Soundnels 
of their Repentance, by bringing forth fruits m 
Fer it, and are not in ſuch a condition chat 

they can have ſure and certain Evidences 
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Jp1SCoURSE 
i The Difference between a Re- 
al and Phariſaical Rigtite- 


LE 


t off 
aa ouſneſs, 
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thi MATTHEW XXIII. Verſe 23. 
ati , unte you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites ; For | 
ally e pay tithe of Mint and Aniſe, and Cummiu, anal 
neil be ve omitted the weightier Matters of the Law, 
d ol Judgement, Mercy, and Faith: Theſe ought ye 
" to have done, and not toleave the other undone, 
nels : | ET” 
me HESE Scribes and Phariſees, to whom out © 
chat LORD here directs His Speech, were 
ace perſons, who, as it appears in the Hiſto- 
ie of the Goſpel, were very nice and 7 I 
dus about little things ; But made light of Ng 
f far greater importance: They did ſtrain at 4 
, as it is ſaid in the following words, and 
et ſtood not to ſwallow a Camel. Againſt 
hele Men our LORD here prononnces a Woe, 
nd gives them a very bad character, calling 
em Hypoerices, He treats them thus ſeverely ; 
C 2 - becauſe {1 


H 


4 
oy 
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. becauſe while they were thus careful in the per 


Law; They neglect the greater and weightion 


ſure againſt them for doing theſe leſſer thing, 
but that while they would thereby appear tobe 10 


| : the Goſpel according to St. Luke chap. 11. vet 


ſome are of greater weight and concernment, and 


4 few in all ages, who omitting the weigbtier Ma. 
ters of the Law, are very punitual in performing | 
be leſer. z. It may be inquired, whence bi 
proceeds? 4. It may be alſo inquired, bw it 
comet pals that our Lord deals ſo ſeverely with thoſe 
Men, And Laſtly, That tho the chief of Men 


WB Matters of the Law, yet the leßer are not 10 be ne- 


pleted. | 


© GOD hath injoined, ſome ars of greater weigh 
* Beſides what is here fo plainly and exprely ja 


formance of the Zeaft duties injoined by the 


matters of it. He doth not expreſs any dilples. 


very much concerned for Religion, they omit- 
ted Fudgement, Mercy, and Faith, to which in 


42. is added the Love of God, -which are Mat- 
ters of far greater weight and moment. Theſe 
(ſaich he) ought ye to have done, and not to leaw 
tbe other undone. wh 

It will not be unfit here to ſpeak a little of 
thoſe things, 1. That all Daties and Offices of R. 


Iigion are not of equal weight and moment, but that 


ſome of leſſer. 2. That there were and fill are un 


care ſhould be beſtowed in performing the weig Wit! 


That among the Duties of Religion, which 


* 
— * * 4 


* 
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by our LORD, there are many other paſſages 
hein the Scripture, which do ſufficiently inform 
Wu. GOD cells us by the Prophet Hoſes, chap. 
. ver. 6. That he deſires Mercy and not Sacrifice” 
BY which words are cited once and again by our 
de Lord and Saviour, Marth. 9. 13, 12, 7.) the 
ur: boch were commanded ; but of the two he 
m deſires Mercy rather than Sacrifice, & ſo the next 
words explain the former, wherein he ſaith 
that he deſired the Rnowledge of God more then Wl 
ele rn Herings, Plalm 40. 6, the Wiſer and more 
4e Godly in all ages had this ſenſe, as may WM 
be ſeen in the P/almiſt, and in the Scribe, who | 
is faid to have anſwered our Lord diſcreetly, 
who ſaith that to love God with all the heart, and 
16M ith all the Underflanding, and with all the Soul, 
and with all the Strength, and to love lis Neighbour” 
Wb bimſelf, is more than all whole burnt offerings and 
"WI Sacrifice, Mark 12, 33. e 
u Without doubt ſome of the Duties of Reli- 
gion are of greater weight and importance than 
10 others, even ſuch of them as are more eſpecially 
recommended to us, and are more preciſely and 
Li peremptorly enjoined, ſuch as tend more td the 
"Il Gor of God, being more exprefliye of eur Love, 
Fear and Reverence for Him, of our Subjection 
to Him, of the Reſignation of our felves to Him, 
Jof our Preference of His Will to dur own, and 
1 to all worldly concerns, ſuch as tend moſt to 
% tne mertifying corrupt nature in us, and to the 
adyance- 


Z 


. 
. 
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advancemet of the Soul in Purity, and tend 
more immediately and directly to the fitting 
and diſpoſing us for partaking of the Special 
_ Communicitions of the Divine Gcodneſs; And 
W ſuch as are more Uſeful to others, and Beneficial 
= to them. 


The Inſtances which our Saviour here gives 
4 of the weightier Matters of the Law, Which the 


Phariſees omitted, are Fudgement, Mercy, and 


i Faith, to which (as hath been ſaid) is added 


= Luke 11. 23. the Love of God, By Judgement 


= with Men, giving to every Man what 


we are to underſtand Juſtice in all our n 
Oe ver is 
due to him, and abſtaining from all Injuſice, 


= Fraud, Deceit, and Violence, and from al 


kind of injury and wrong to others. By Ar- 
= <7 is to be underſtood Pity and Compaſſion to- 
= wards the Miſerable, the Afflicted, Poor and 


Needy; And it is oppoſit to hardneſs of heart, 
= neglet of others in their trouble and aMiRion, 


rigour and cruelty towards thoſe who have ne 


Means to protect themſelves; It is a readineſs 


= to help and ſuccour ſuch as ſtand in need of 
=_ our athitance. By Faith here by molt Inter- 
= preters is underſtood Faztbfulneſs, Honeſty and 


Candour, in our dealing with Men. By the 


Lev. of God is meant inward Devotion ofthe 
Soul towards GOD, when that Love is pre- 
valent, and cats out the Love ef all , other 


things. 1 ©: 
hs Theſe 
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nd Theſe our Lord and Saviour accounts the 
ins WY weightier Matters of the Law. Without douht | 
ial they are far miſtaken, who reckon ſome. of 
nd thefeto be ofne great weight and moment, and 
ial look on Mercy, and Judgement, and Faith, as 

no ſuch important Duties, and as ſuch as may 
vez be ſome time diſpenced with, and think that 
he Men may be Religious enough, tho they be not 
nd ſo exact in theſe, and have no regard for them. 
jed This is a dangerous and hurtful mifale, and 
nin too many a wilful miſtake, and flatly contra- 
nes dictory to the Verdi of our Lord here, who 
ris does plainly declare, That theſe are the weigh» | 
ice, tier Matters of the Law, as they are elſe- where 
all W repreſented, Mic. 6, 8. Tit. 2 12, as the moſt i 
ler. neceſſary and the moſt ſubſtantial Part of Re- 
to: MI 11gion, 
nd 2. That there bave been in all Ages too many [ach 
at, MW Perſons, who, while they neglected theſe weightier 
on, Matters,were very foreward in performing the lefler; 

no MW All who read the Writings of the Prophets and 
< the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, as it is written by the 
of M Evangeliſts, with any meaſure of attention, 
er · MW cannot be ignorant. There were of elder times, 
nd as alſo of latter, many among the Jews, who 
he appeared very zealous for the external part of 
the the worlbip of God, and were very careful in 
re the outward performances of Piety; they dili- M 
er gently attended the ſolemn meetings, they offe- 
red Sacrifices, they ſought God daily; and MW 
ſeemed 


N 


for his Worſhip and Religion: but yet in the 
mean time they neglected inward Devotion d 


{| Mercy and Faith towards Men, They faſted andi 


and Religion, but had little inward reſpect fo 
him, he was near in their, mouth, but far fron 


| *teemed to. delight tO know his ways, and 0 
take pleaſure in approaching to him, they 3 
bounded in ſuch expreſſions of reſpect for God 


the Soul towards God, and omitted Judgemen 


made many Prayers; but they would not deal 
Jiuſtly, honeſtiy, faithfully and mercifullywith 
others: notwithſtanding of their ' pretences of 
W Picty they were crue/, unjuſt, falſe and oppteſ. 
W ſive in their dealing. They tælled much of God 


| [their reins. Such Perſons were theſe Stribes and 

"Phariſees againſt whom Chriſt Jenoureth au, 
And without doubt there were no few like 
them among the Jews; they pajed the Tithes o 
Mint, &c. and were careful in performing 
me leſſer Duties of Religion; they fofed win pre 
3 week, at leaſt ſome did ſo, but they were 
covetous, ambitious: they made long Prayers, and 
= . were very officious in the outward offices of Net 
Piety; but they paſſed over Judgement and Wu: 


_ ' he love of God, They were very induſtriousin Wn, 


.. making Proſelites to their way and party; but N. 


had no care to make them rruely Religious, It Nen 


were to be found, there have been too many 


is not only among the Jews that ſuch Perſons 


in all the ſeveral Societies of Cbriſtians wy 
ges 


I !be third Diſcourſe. 3 
iges, and ſtill are at this day» There are too 
any that have a form of Godlineſs; but denying © 
he power of it, 2 Tim. 3. f. They atrend due- i 
they upon the publick Ordinances, and go hither : 
ad thither to bear Sermons, and pray often, 
ind talk much of Religion; they ſeem to be 
ery concerned for their Opinions which they 
old, and for their own way, yea even to ſuch 
Degree that they induſtriouſly labour to make 
r- /elites to their way and party, and are glad, 
hen their endeavours for that effect prove ſuc- 
eſsful, and Condemm all others, who are not 
ff their way and Opinion, and refnſe to con- 
erſe with ſuch, and ſay in effect, tho they 
are aſhamed to expreſs their minds in this form 
vith thoſe mentioned by the Prophet, ffand by 
by ſelf, come net near to me: for I am bolier than 
boy, They are very forward, and active in 
Ell outward parts of Religion, and expreſs a 
great zeal for the leſſer Matters, while in the 
nean time, they paſs over jutgement, mercy, and 
be love of God, The defect of the internal De- 
tion of the Soul-cannot be known to others; WM 
but their Cruelty and injullice, their fraud, deceit 
and oppreſſion, their Calumnies, reproaches and h 
vil peakings, their covetous practices, their com- 
empt of others, their little regard for peace and 
cord, and the defect of Leve and Charity in 
hem are often too viſible. WO. _ 
Becauſe the corrups Nature of Man does ſo 
3 much 


8 
_ 


wer our Lord bimſelf, and bis ApoPler, in opy 


| 42 8 The Bird Diſcourſe. by a 5 
much incline him thus to viti at and quite g Phet 
vert true Religion, the Prophers of old, andilat v 
ſition to the corrupt Sentiments of ſuch Pe 4 
— and the falſe Repreſentation they made. 
eligion do frequently and plainly ſhew th 
true Religion conſiſts mainly in the love of Gy 
and the inward Devotion of the Soul toward 
him, and in the due and careful performand 
of the Offices of Fuſtice, Ebarity and Mere to 
wards Men, and in inward purity, and caref 
avoiding the Pollutions, which abound. in th 
World through Luſt, They plainly tell us th; 
| Sacrifices and Offerings, Fraycrs, heating t 
Word, and all Performances of the eval 
part of Religion, tho they be gone about wit 
the greateſt care and diligence amounts to nd 
thing, and are utterly diſpleaſing to God, 
they be ſeparated from inward Divotion and 
rity of Soul, and from a due care to live ig 
ouſly, ſoberly and Godly, Pſal. 50. 8, 9, 14 15 
Bur ſince it is ſo plainly told us, both in ti 
Books of the old Teſtament and the New, tha 
God will not be pleaſed with our outward Per 
formances, and our pretences of reſpact for hin 
and of zeal for Truth and Righteouſneſs, it N 
negle& the weightier Matters of the Lav 
How comes it that ſo many ftill neglect mi 
weightier Matters of the Law, while they A 
yery foreward in performing the = 
| —_— 


-The third Diſeturſe. _ 

e pe hence this this is, will partly appear from 
dat which follows. © 5 5 
opp z. There are ſome, and it is to be feared too 
beiten, not a few, who notwithfßanding their care 
de . Diligence in performing the outward Offices of 
tha, and Religion, and their forewardneſſe and zeal 
G things of leſſer moment, are yet quite void and 


ward flitute of inward reſpect for God, and of all ſenſe 
1ancly Religion. Theſe People find that ſuch Shews 
 tolffind Pretences of Religion are ſerviceable for 
ueldW.ch ends, as they propoſe to themſelves, and 
n teful for obtaining, the things which they 
$ th Yrojet and defign, and ſo they are prompted 


1 
. 
| with 
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dy 
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if wi 


the performance of the outward Offices of Pi- 
ty by their Luſts and Paſſions, and their zeal 
xr ſuch ways and Opinions is excited and 
armed thereby. They find that they may 
ehave thus without doing aay violence to their 
eh nature, and to their corrupt inclinations 
nd Appetites; yea ſuch a courſe becomes 
rateful and advantagious thereunto; while 
hey perceive how gainful and advantagious it 
ay prove to them in the proſecution of their 
arnal and worldly deſigns, They lee that by 
ch a behrviout Men come to be conſidered 
y others as religious Perſons, and that they 
emſelves may thus purchaſe and preſerye ſuch, 
n eſteem and reputation, & ſo may be capable. 


A f all theſe advantages, which they may reap by | 
. ne eſteem and good Opinion of others. This. S 


ſufficiently, 4 | 


. * 3 
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= thus forward in the external Performances « 


| not a few, who believe the Goſpel, and d 
% 1 5 queſtion the Truth and Reality of th 


Luſts are coo ſtrong and they are enſlaue 


= avoidingthe one and reaching the other, and 


_ Rice of Piety, and to the Obedience of thaw: 
Laws of the Goſpel. On the other hand thei 
Lufts proving too ſtrong for them; pull them 


conflict betwixt their Conſcience and their la 
come to ſettle on this mean, whereby 10 


=» © 


ſafficiently ſerving them to all their intent 
and purpoſes, they ſtop here and go no {i 
ther in Religion, 2 

But it is not tobe thought, that all who x 


Religion, and expreſs a great deal of Zeal ft 
fome doubtful Opinions, and for Matters « 
leſſer Weight and Moment, while they neglet 
the weightier Matters of the Law, ate of thi 
fort of men, there is no doubt, but there ar 


hings propoſed therein, and are feriousii 
what they do, and earneſtly deſire the Liteant 
Bleſſedneſs which is to be obtained on the tet 
of obedience to the Laws of Chriſt, but thafif®” 


thereunts, the ſenſe which they have of af 
ture Eternity of Bleſs or Miſery urges them « 
the one hand to take ſome effectual courle k 


preſſing them to apply themſelves to the pra 


back from ſuch a Conrſe, as being contrary « 
deſtructive to them. They being chus role 
betwixt theſe two; and there being fuck? 
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hat is granted to their Con ience, and yet theit 
t Nature is not much thwarted or π⏑ U⁰, 
ey take up with ſo much of Religion as may: _ 
ſome meaſure pleaſe the one, and is not ve- 


uber in Religion than their Luſts and cor- 
pt Inclinations will allow them; and by ſuch 


eir Conſcience is calmed and ſilenced, and their 


are gratified, 8 no more is done b 

deem. If at any time ſuch Performances and 

> preſſions of Zeal are found to oppoſe or to 
inconſiſtent with their carnal and wordly 


tereſt, they either then lay them quite afide, 
rif they cannot do ſo for the Clamours of their 
Wonſcience ; they animate themſelves by the 
ie of the Life to come, to overcome the Re- 
Wiance of their Luſts: and they find this fo 
uch the more eaſie to them, ſince theſe fe- 


Offices of Religion, are not alittle ſerviceable. 
their Luſts, theſe being thereby better ſecu- 
Wed from che Blows directed and intended to 
ill and deſtroy them, and lurking and finding 


ances. | 


5 7 
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ay be ſuppoſed that there are not a'few, in 
Whom GOD hath wrought a great Prepenſion 
Je Holy and Religious courſe of Life, and 


diſagreeable to the other: they will go e 


ward Performances and Expreſſions of al 


arated from the great and more ſubſtantial 


protection under the ſhadow of ſuch Perſor- ey 


Beſides all the Perſons already mentioned, it | 


A 
no 


ie of a great Zeal for all things pertaini 


* 
* 


4 


 Skilful guides, come to beſtow their greatc 


tude, with Meekneſs. and Patience, with I 


fignacion to the Divine Will; and the other gr 


 Wardneſs withthemſelves in the performance 


1 The third Diſcourſes 
who are well inclined towards GOD ang} 
ligion,and do'truly and ſincerly deſign to ſe 
GOD and obey him, who yet by the ſe 
and imperceptible Workings of corrupt Na 
in them, and through ruſting too much to 


in owtward Offices of piety, and to ſpend thi 
Zeal upon leſſer things, while they too much 
glectthe greater and weightier Matters of theLy 
theſe well meaning People are impoſed upt 
by the /pecieus ſhews of Piety, and the dali 


to Religion, and come to look on a bunjl 
quiet and ſilent Devotion and Godlinek;, t 
accompanied with Juſtice and Mercy, withT 
perance and Sobriety, with Conſtancy and Fort 


and Charity towards all Men, with peaceabl 
meſs and Contentment, wich Submiſſion and Rf 


cious Qualifications ſo much recommended: 
us in the Goſpel, as a lower ſtate of Religionhi 
the wrong Notions of Religion, which the 
have imbibed, the falſe Idea of it, which th 
have impreſſed upon their Minds, they loot 
on all others who do not expreis the like 


of all the outward Offices of Piety ; and hall 
not the like boi lerous Zeal for all their lin 
pinions, as either quite deſtitute of true Pic) 


peel is very defective, in which caſe it is f 
de feared, that while they continue in the ne 


; | | Law, they endeavour to pacify and ati 
= their Conſcience by deubling their diligene 


= while here, and elſe wnere he denountes4 
Vi. againſt them, and gives them ſuch a bad 


„ . third Diſcourſe; + i 
= them, while they hear or read the Scriptureſ is, 
F. are ſometimes convinced that their Rig 
neſs and Obedience to the Laws of the Go 


gle& of many of the Veigbtier Matters of the 


bund the cut ward Offices of Religion 
ald abounding more therein, and in increa 
ſing their Zeal to a higher Meaſure for mat 
ters of leſſer weight and moment. 

It may be thought ſtrange that Our Ly 
who was ſo meek and gentle towards other, 
and ſpoke to them with ſo great mildneſs an 
ſweetneſs, does carry ſo ſeverly towards thi 
fort of People, who were not quite irrelipiou 
and did in many things obey the Law of God 
and did profeſs a great reſpect and pretend 
to a great deal of Zeal for it, and on that a 
count were in great Repuration among the 
people, and were highly eſteemed by them 


Character, calling them Hypocrites, but it wil 
eaſily appear how juſt and reaſonable this hi 
585 dealing and behaviour towards them was; it,,, 
we conſider theſe things following, rar 

I. Perſons of this ſort are generally Freud aiſiav 
Haughty, and value themſelves on ee eo 


— —-— — 
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or GOD and Religion, they comparing them- 
s tofWelves with others, who do quite neglec all 


tne: more intent about the weightier Matters 
f che Law, ſeem to them not fo. officious in 
Jie leſſer Matters, as they themſelves are;take 


mat: perlons of ſingular Piety, and as more emi- 
ent therein; and ſo do over-rate and over- 
alue themſelves,and contemn and deſpiſe. a+ 
ers, as inferior to themſelves, and far bele 
ahem. This their Pride and preſumptuous 
onceit of themſelves is fomented and increaſed 
0Un them by the Applauſes of ſimple People, and 
e cſtcem theſe expreſs for them: who tay 


© From their fair Profeflion, and Specious ſrews of 
lattering themſelves and entertaining a fond 
onceit of their own ſingular Piety and Proficien- 
zroundleſs Eſteem which others have for them 
"Fay to true Religion, wherein they think they 


Progress. They juſtiße tbemfelves before Men, 
„ Luke 


Wing their Meaſures of the Piety of others 


al and Reſpect for Religion, are deluded 
hereby. Theſe Men being thus deceived by Ml 


42 


eee - i 
Nera Performances and Obſervances; and 
ff cheir great Profeſſion of Zeal and Reſpe + 


WM -ligious Duties, or even with theſe who be- 


hemlelves to be advanced in a Religious courſe 
cf Life beyond others and look on themſelves 


vil; in Religion, and by the falſe Opinion and. 
el ith pride, which, Temper is quite con- 


ave come ſo great a length and made great 


| | The third Diſcomſe  _ It 
» make upon the Souls of Men, are ſaid by 
zur Lord and Saviour, to . go into the Kingdom 

f God before them, "SIS, 51 

1h. Theſe Men (which is chiefly to be 
onſideted) contribute more than any others 

r corrupting and depriving the ſentiments of people 
oncerning Religion by repreſenting it as conſiſting 
eerly in outwerd performances and ritual ob- 
errances. The eſteem they purchaſe by be · 


he Law, which are of leſir weight and im- 
Wortance ; while they yet neglect its weighti- 
er Matters, renders the people more capable 
of being impoſed upon hy them, and does pow- 
A rfully influence them te think, that they may 
one religious enough, if they be-ftri# and preciſe 


ng ſo nice and preciſe about the matters of WM 


honfWabout theſe leſſær Matters, tho they come no 4 


; prfſ{greater length in Religion. And as they thus 
corrupt the minds of ſimple and well-mean- 
ing people, ſo they expeſe Religion to the oblo- 
2% and Reproach, Contempt and Scorn of o- 
tiers, while they repreſenc it as conſiſtent Ml 
me with groſs Immorality, which the Light of Na- 
then ture does ſo much diſallow and does 2 | 
ane contemn ; and with the neglect of theſe Of- 
JW fices which the Law of Nature preſſeth upon. Wl 
wel all Men- While theſe Men pervert true Religi- 
s, and contribute ſo much to root out right 
= Notions of it, from the Minds of others, and to 
Jl lubſticute wrong Nori om thereof in theirxMindss WM 
| D2 hey 
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8 they are without doubt, notwithſtanding all 
Ws their ſpecious fbews of piety, and their pre- 
_ tcnces of Zeal for Religion, very great Ene. 
mies to it, and do more hurt and miſchief to 
it than any other do or can do. For theſe it 


ſeems and the like Reaſons our Lord was ſoſe- 
vere to this kind of people. * 


F. But none are to infer from what hath 
been aid, That if men be careful in performing 
__ the-weightier matter of the Law; they may ſafely 
neglect theſe which are of leſſer weight and 


Moment. No faith our bleſſed Saviour, ſpes. 
king to sheſe men,who payed Tithes ofMint 
Cc. but neglected the weightier Matters of 
the Law ; Theſe ought ye to have done, and nt 
to leave the other. undone. It is certain that true 
Religion conſiſts mainly in the inward Devotion 
ef tbe Soul towards GOD, and in the due per- 
foamance of the Offices of Juſtice, Charity and 
Mercy towards men, and that all the outward 
Offices of Piety are only then parts of true 


} Religion, and are only then acceptable to GOD 


when they are animated with the Loveof God, 
and attended with Fudyment andMercy towards 
Men; yet are we in fie manner to hold it, 
as true and certain that nothing, which GOD 


hatb commanded, tho it amount to no more, 


but the paying Tith of Aniſe, Mint and Cum- 
min ( which it ſeems was enjoyned by ti 
Law of GOD, Lev, 27, cb. v. 30.) is to bt 

4 : ng 


pleaſe him, and to be approved by him, but 


The third Diſcourſe, Wo. 
nepleted. Tho ſome Duties of Religion be 

of leſs weight and moment, being compared 
with the weightier Matters of the Law, yet 
nothing, which God hath'commanded, ſhould ? 


be overlooked, or diſregarded by us, as of little 


weight being conſidered by it ſelt. We are to 
look on all the Commands of God, as holy, ju#F 
and good, and. are to eſteem all bis Precepts concer- 
ning all things, to be right, and (ſhould have re- 
fect to all bis Commandments, There are none, 

who are truely religious, and do truely love and 

fear God, and have a due reverence and re- 
ſpect for his Authority, and are deſirous to 


will be careful inthe performance of whatſoever iM 
he hath commanded, and will not wilf«/ly ne- 
glect the leaſt of his Commandments. Whoſo- 
ever intends to behave as a truely Religious per- 
ſon, and hath no mind to cheat and deceive WM 
himſelf, and to loſe the Great Reward, which 
is propoſed to us, is to have reſpect to all the il 
Commandments of GOD. 7.1. a 
All who are wiſe cannot, but judge chat | 
moſt of our Care and Zeal is to be beftowed MM 
on the weightier matters of the Law. Thoſe WM 
are never to be negle&ted, they muſt not on i 
any account, or pretence be omitted; Duties WM 
of leſſer moment ſhould never juſtle theſe out. 
the due performance of theſe is the chief pare 
| | Fo 
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of a Religious Life: By the due performance 
= of theſe alone can we take a right meaſure ot 
our Progreſs in Religion. And from it alm: 


WS cit we make a right Eſtimate of our ſelye, 


According to the weigbt and Importance o 
the Matters of the Law, our zeal and care 3. 
bout them ſhould be proportioned. It ſeen 
to be too ſure an Evidence of unſoundneſ 
and hypocriſy, when Men expreſs a great deal 


of Zcal for Matters of leſer moment and con- 


cern ; when in the mean time the weiphrir 
Matters of the Law are neglected by them, 
We are in the firſt part or place to regard the 
weightier Matters of the Law, and to beſtoy 


SG our Chief care in performing the greater Off 


ces injoyned thereby, but ſo as we negle not 
the lelſer, and leave theſe undone. Thus alt 
can we acquite our ſelves, as faithful Servants 


and Loyal Subjects to GOD, thus alone do wel 
= ducly acknowledge his Supreme Authority, and 
_ behave ſutably to the innumerable Obligations, 


Which lie upon us to ſerve and obey him, 


un 
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THE EOURTH 
es DISCOURSE | 
| Ihe Litterence + between between a I 
True and falſe Tafte and 


Knowledge of Divine 
| Things... | . $ 


2 
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PSALM CXIX4 66. . | * 
Teach me good Judgement and Knowle K.: , fra I FP 
have believed thy Commandments. v 


N theſe Words, this good and wiſe Man prays, A 
that GOD may effectually Inſtruct him 
to judge a right of all ſuch Doctrines as are 

propoſed to him, and may enable him to un- 
derſtand throughly theſe, which are good and 
bound: and he Confirms his bope, and expecta- 

IE tion of the grant of theſe Favours to him by 

the reſpect he had, of which he was eonfkious to 
himſelf, for the Commandments of God, believing W 
them to be his, and to have proceeded ions | 


him, nf 


— 


C5 - ay © 
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+ Vo 
WT he firſt thing he ſeeks here is, that he ma eve 
be taught judgement, or as it is in the Origin 
good taste. He deſires that GOD may favay 
im in beſtowing on him a quick underſtan 
ding, and a Gift of diſcerning, whereby he n 
be enabled to AMHerence Truth from Errour; ay 
to judge not only of the i of whatſoe per 
propoſed to him, but alſo of its weight * 
importance, that he may not erre in judging 
What is found and healthful food,” and what 
frothy. hurtful and poiſonous, that he may recein 
= the one and feed upon it, and may reject an 
= refuſe the other. COU TEES 
s the Body cannot ſubſiſt without food, ., 
more can the Seu: the true and proper food ¶ gan 
= the Soul, which does maintain its Life, and 
doöth ſtrengthen it, and keep it iu good calc 
are thole truths, which God hath revealed u 
= mankind, concerning Divine things. Thel 
ate to the Soul of Man ſtrengthening and 
growing oed, and prove alſo medicinal to him: 
mi tales about theſe things, Errours and Falſe- 
hood are buriful and Poiſonous to him. Among 
the «ths God hath revealed to us, ſomeared 
greater weight, and yeild to the Soul morelo- 
cd and better Nouriſhment, are more grown 
:feod, Now this good taſte or guſt, which thiser 
holy man ſeeks from God, is that Gift, Where Apt 
by one may be diſpoſed to paſs a right juin 
ment on whatſoever is propoſed to him; 7 er 
5 . „ oe 
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erer he hears it, and attends unto it, & applyes 
gina mind thereunto, and does teſte it. That * 
won his Taſte does approve or diflike it, he ma 
tan ner embrace it with more or leſs ardency f 


maſW#:4ion, as he judges it of more or. leſs eig | 


% Importance; and ſuch as can afford more 


n with more or leſs care, that he may after- 
ards by more fixed and continual Applicati- 
n of mind eat it, feed and feaſt upon it: or elſe 


r leſs nouriſhment to the Soul, and may lay it K 


cein ay reject it, looking upon it as poiſonous, per- 


A icious and deſtructive to the Soul, or as hurt- 
| in ſome meaſure, and unhealthful food for 


annot profit the Soul, or afford to it any good * 
or ſolid Nourithment, mot” —— 


defired by thoſe who are Pious and Wiſe, 


t, or at leaſt as frothy and windy Food, which WM 


# F 8 n - "3 =T 
This good taſte and right guſt of things is 
uch to be valued and deſired, and is mu 


ana This holy Man was ſenſible what a great B- 
um ef it is; Therefore prays that GOD may 
lle each bim good Fudgement and Knowledge; and 
ong@nay endue him with ſound: Diſeretion. And 
eolMindecd it is a Gift, whick is much to be valued; 


len being thereby directed in their Choice a- 
ong ſuch things as are propoſed to them to 
graſp at, and to lay hold on theſe, which max 


rng to them, wherewith, they may at all times | 

entertain and noariſh their Souls. Thus they 2 
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prove moſt wheleſome, healthſome and nouriſh. MM 


be fourth Diſcourſe. 
Heir guſt and taſſe of things is quite perverted, 
ey reliſb ſuch things as are hurtful, yea, per- 
cions to them; and if they be ſauced in ſuch 
manner as is agreeable to their fancy; They: 


hey negle# and diſguſt ſuch as might nouriſh 
em, and might prove healthful and medici- 
Wal cothem: They willingly and gladly hear- 


ations and Speculations, and ſuch as can ſerve 
nly to puff them up with a vain conceit of 
aowledge; But theſe do indeed obſtruct their 


ue growth in true Knowledge and Wiſdom, and in 
Cl hriſtianity ; While laying hold on fuch empty 


sto ſee People run hither and thither to hear 
mens; Since it was long ſince foretold, that 
he time will come when Men will not endure Sound 
Marine, bu t after their own luft hall they heap 


FW -ople, tho they hear Sound Doctrine delivered, 
hey reje it, or 
ny refuſe mingled with it, that is carefully 


ing, and ramble hither and thither for that ef- 
ett, yet they newer come to the knowledge ; $4 
I*h, 2 Tim. 3.7. according to the Food which 
ey chuſe, wherewith their Souls are enter- 
nes, they continue ill to be very defe#;ve 


1» 
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allow them down with greedineſs, while - 


hinzs, they neglect Solid Truth, and ſuch as 
ay edify them, It needs not ſeem ſtrange to 


| 


aſs it by; But if there be vB 


Wo them/ebves teachers, having itching Ears. Theſe 


aid up by them. Hence, tho they be ever lear® | 


Wen unto vain, airy, empty and groundlefs 


„% * Thefourth Diſcaurſe. 
= Chriſtians, and are ſtill of little growth: e t 
=_— of low ſtature, and advance little in true ; 7 
ſolid Piety and Vertue. "36 _ * 
It may beenquired, whence it proceeds th 
Mens tafte is ſo exceedingly depraved and « 
rupted, that they have ſuch an Awverſiun fi 
Sound & Wholſome Doctrine, while they greet 
ly follow dirt and refuſe, yea, ſome times poik 
It is from their own Jufts, theſe theyare uny 
ling to part with, and ſo cannot endure$ 
Doctrine, which ſtrikes at their luſts, and biet 
no little ſmart to them. Thus tho they kno 
GOD to be the Chief Good, and the only 
Good of the Soul of Man, and can dilcou 
of the vanity of all worldly things, yet bei 
Io cloſely united co theſe by their inordnd 
_ love thereunto, they cannot endure to 
Sound Doctrine, whereby they are taughtt 
He is not to be found by them, unless the 
be weaned from all other things, and ala 
them, and ſhift about to ſee if they can gathe 


n 

from what they hear, any thing, which ma} 

- Incourage them to think that they may hohe 

to reach that bleſſed State of Union with OK 

and yet gratifie their - lufs, by indulging pe 
them: They diſguſ and cannot endure ludffuc 
Doctrine, as tends to drive them from their pf 

| vetous practices, and from the corrupt. courldſſon 
= whereby they purſue Honour and Reputatiiict 
= among Men, or fleſhly pleaſure, or ochervi ly 
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D be fourth Diſcourſ. 6 

th ae their luſts, and greedily graſp at any: 
ue ang, which may countenance their licentious 
des. They rejeck with indignation. any: 
g which ſeems in the leaſt meaſure to re- 
t upon the Party to which they have adjoi- 
i themſelves, or may tend to its diſparage- 
nt, and may leſſen the Reputation thereof 
th the People. Tho they know that wih. 
Holineſs none can ſee the Lord, yet they can- 
t endure that ſevere Doctrine, which teach - 

that Holineſs is inconſiſtent with a free in- 
rence to our luſts. They abuſe the Do- 
ine of the imputation of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, 
d reject ſuch ſound Doctrine as repreſents the 
ſolute neceflity of denying eur ſelves, and re- 
g cing our own will and deſires, and obeying all the 
27s of Feſus; as derogatory to his perfect and 
mpleat Righteouſneſs, and as Legal, and not- Ml 
TW zgrecable to the Goſpel. Being proud and i 


n knowledge, they diſtaſte and diſlike every 
houghts and Opinions, and with the Form 
perciliouſly reject it, as falſe and erroneous. 
Wiices of a Chriſtian Life, are deſpiſed and 
ch advanced Chriſtians as they: take them- 


77 yes to be, They are too full malice, wrath 
ö . WE 
| and 


| 0 


' * 


wghty, and having no ſmall conceit of cheir- i 
orinve which agreeth not with their ſer of * 
OK nowledge, which they have imbibed and | 
ch Doctrines as repreſent to us the ſeveral | | | 


JW lidered by them as fit only for babes, not for MY 


6 The fourth Diſcamſe. 


1 that we are by the Goſpel called to this Y 


and WA againſt all who are not of; 
way, or who have at any time appear 
gainſt it; and fo cannot be pleaſed wich l 
thing ſaid by chem. Finally, They do but 
perficially read and ſtudy the holy Seriptun 
and do not penetrate into the true ſenſe 2 
meaning thereof; but content themſelves vi 
the ſound of ſome Words ſcattered up and don. 
and pervert thoſe to their own great hurt u 
dammage, if not to their perdition. Ina wo 
no Doctrine pleaſes them; their tafte is 
hugely vitiated, but ſuch as doth ene way 
other ſerve them for upholding a falſe uni 
in their minds, of the ſafety of thir State a 
Condition; And for maintaining in themſeh 
the Hope of a Bleſſed Eternity. tho they wa 
after the fleſh, and fulfil the luſts thereof. | 
Tho ſo many have their tate thus vitiate 
yet it pleaſeth GOD to beſtow this Favour if 
pon ſome, that they may come to have ap 
Taſle and Judgement, which comes to paſsin ti 
or the like manner. By the Divine Illuminati 
they come to know and to apprehend dilting" 
ly that the Blefledneſs.of Man is in Union wif 
GOD, the Chief and Infinit Good: 


ſedneſs, Jeſus having ſuffered death upon ta” 
Croſs for this effect, that he may bring uM 
GOD, they likewiſe have a clear and wayy 
Preception of the vanity of al thing. 1 |; I 


= 


* — w— 


TE 


| The fourth Diſcourſe; =. 
of how that the great Deſign of GOD in all the 
red relations he hath made to us of His Will, is 
th a turn us from all inferiour things, that we may 
but me unto COD by Jeſus. Men cannot have 
ptun i, £294 raſte until by this Senſe they be awa- 
ſe ned to pant carneſtly, and to ibirft for the li- 
5 wil"; GOD, and to aſpire to this bleſſed Uni- 
dou. Further, They beceme deeplie ſenſible, 
at it is neceſſarie, before we can be made 
zppic in being unixe d to GOD, that there be 
great Change wrought on us, that our Na- 
nes be renewed, our Deformities removed, 
d that we come in ſome meaſure to reſemble 
lim, and zo he like Him. They cannot have a 
bt taſte of things, nor judge aright thereof, 
til they know and ſufficientlic apprehend that 
ere can be no Union betwixt that infinitlie 
bly and pure Beeing, and unholy and impure 
Wuls, betwixt that Chief and unſpotted Beauty, 
nd ugly and deformed ſouls. Before we can 
in e united to God, there muſt be ſome Conformity 
nail our nature to His holy Nature: For wit heut 
ind lineſt no man ſhall ſee the Lord; Heb. 12. 14, 
this ſenſe, there muſt be inciced in them an 
arnelt deſire after Holineſs, and a hunger and 
irt after Righteauſneſs, Matth. 5. 6. As alſo, a 
Wonſtant care to do the will of GOD, and to obey 
1 Commandments, and by them to repair the 
mage of GOD in our ſelves, and to mould 


ad form our delves thereby to His Tanne. 
| 4 


82 
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greater their Diligence in the purſuit there 


It is only thoſe Perſons, who can have 2 pd d - 
Taſte, and can judge aright of the thinWns 
which are propoſed ro them, who are duo 
ſenſible, that GOD, as heeffers himſelf to 
in Chriſt Jeſus is the only true G00 of 
Soul of Man, and do earneſtly defire to be'þ 
ted to Him, and to aſpire to that bleſſedl 
nion, and who knowing that Holineſs x 
Righteouſneſs diſpoſe men for that bleſſ 
Union, ſeek FRighteoulnefs and follow 
after it, and uſe their utmoſt endeavoun 
reach it; and to advance themſelves in 
The more clear and diſtinct their Percepti 

of the True Good of Man, and their Knoi 
ledge of it, and of the Neceſſiey of Righteoi 
neſs and Holineſs for diſpoſing us for the Fi 
ition and Enjoyment of that Good is, and i 
more earneft their Deſires after theſe, andt 


are; Their Taſte is ſo much the bet 
Such Souls are in good Caſe ; Eſpecially 
they continue in the Study and Meditation 
the Scriptures, with due Care and Diligend 
ond in fervent Prayer for Light from G0ʃ 
and have their Senſes exerciſed to diſcern & 
Good and evil; If withal they continue Hu 
ble, and keep their Minds calm and und 
turbed, free and diſintangled from Faction a 
Parties, and avoid all Exceſs in their relpt 
for Fleſbly Pleaſures, Wealth and'Greatnd 


v. 
* o 4 


" 


ot to the promotin 
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d all other Worldly Things. Theſe Per 


„ns have a Good Taft, and can diſcern boꝶm WK 
Sod and evil, and among E 


ſuch Thi 
dod can perceive,which are moſt 


as are 


nd Happineſs. 
nat GOD may teach him Knowledge, Trab 


w + good Fudgement and Knowledge, ſaith he.The i 
)bject of this Knowledge, which he ſeeks from 


OD are Divine Things, even theſe Things 
hich G OD hath revealed to Men by his 


nabled to talk and diſcourſe about them 


Wut a more clear and diftin& Perception of Co 
hem, and ſuch as is aſſective, and formeth ſuch - Mt 
Wnmpreflions on the Soul as are ſuteable to the Mi 
ature of the Things thus known and percei- 


ed. Which Knowledge GOD teaches men 
nd communicats unto them, when by Rea» 27 


Wing, Medication and Prayer; or Attention to ⁵⁶ 
hole, who are wiſe, they come to ſee, une 
and and perceive them. This Knowledge i 


of theſe things is not a tranſient and paſſing 
view, which ſuddenly evaniſheth ; but it is 4 


lixed and permanent Light, which abides in the 2 a 
eee ——— 
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greateſt weight and importance, and tend I # 
g of their true Good iM 


This good Man doth likeways pray here; A 


Nord, That which he ſeeks is not a ſuperſi- 4 
ial view of theſe Things by which Men are 


ved any Meaſure of this Knowledge; they 
bpy that, which they have obtained rend 


1 Uggent for thateffectin their Endeavors afteri 
Te Hart of bim that bath underſtanding ſaith t 


But they whohave reached ſome meaſure off 


eearneſt in the purſuit of it. As ſomeDegret 
olf it received by men awaken in them an eu 


I widned for receiving and entertaining mo- 
© oof it. One Degree of Knowledge is a pt 
another; the more a man knows, he is th 


= Ss. "The fftbDiſcowſe. _ 
tot day; by the which they are directed 
1 the whole courſe of their Life. GGG. 
Tais Holy Man had already a good t 

- {of it, but he ſeeks the increaſe of ic, andy 
hopeful co obtain it. When men have rect 


: 
: 
F 


more capable of further Degrees of it. Th 
ate by that which they have already recein 
excited to deſire the increaſe of it, and to bed 


; wileSolomon,ſeeketh keowledge,Prov.15:14. Such 
s are quite void and deſtitute of it, hateKyi 
ledge chey have no value and eſteem forit i 
. care not for it, but contemn&deſpiſe it quit 
netzlectthe means by which it may be obtain 


. do prize it much, and conſider it as worth) 
theirgreateſt care and Diligence, and are 


| neſt Deſire after more, and excite: them to 
Careful and diligent purſuit of a larger meaſui 
” ÞOfit; fo by that MAeaſure of Knowiedge, whid 
aA Man hath received, his Mind is enlatged i 


m0 


* 3 


The HA Dae KA 
ore receptive of Knowledge and the mere 
pable of Advancement, and "progreſs in 
nowledge. Knowledge finds not eaſie 1 - 

Into thoſe minds, which are quite blind aud 


edi 


ſure, more df it eaſily follows after that, 


TheW- doc makes way for more of it, and does fit 


ein nd diſpoſe the mind for receiving it. R- J 


edpe it 60. to bim that underſtandetb. G OD 


h adeavouts after it with ſucceſs. 
Teach me, ſaith” — 
edge; for 1 beve believed thy Go 


mmandmeuts.He 


hat they were good and proper for dire&ing 


ery deſirous ſo to do; and he prayed that 


gnorant. But when once it enters in any.” 9 


hich is already there. One Degree of Know- A f | 


ceriWe:cheth Men Knowledge by" bleſſing! their =_— 
deement had kno A : 


ad a ſpecial Reſpect for the Commandments f 
pf GOD, and believed that they-proceede& 4 
inerom him, and were his Commandments, and 


ven in the way which leadeth to bim, and he 1 
; renffpurpoſed to obſerve and keep them, and was 


eu Cod might give him God Judgement and 

no Nnowledge, that he might be thereby firred 
alueWor giving due obedience to them No doubt 
which dut being conſcious to himſelf of his reſpeck 
ed to the Commandments of GOD, and of his 
mon pur poſe and deſign to improve all the Know- EO 
ledge which GOD ſhould: be pleaſed to be- 

i low on him, for farthering himſelf in the 
E 2 courſe il 
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. cv N. fen Diſcuſs © 
=_ - courſe of Obedience to hisLaws & Comme 
ments, he was thereby confirmed in the Ho 
& Expectation of theFavourwhich he ſous! 
ram GOD. And wi thout doubt a dw; 
Eee and firm purpoſe to improve the Judgy 
ment and Knowledge which GOD ſhall þ 
=  plcaſed ts teach us for advancing our ſeiye;j 
| Conformity to his holy Nature, Will a 
ass, does much diſpoſe us for the Recep 
23n of larger Meaſures of good Judgment at 
_ Knowledge, and for a right and clear Perce 
tien of Divine Things, and may encourap 
and confirm our Hopes, that GOD on oi 
bhhumble Adreſs to him for that effect will gra 
we are to believe, and to give a firm 
(ent to whatſoever GOD hath revealed tou 
in his Word; and are to conſider all thin 
—_ contained in his Word as true, fince they 2 
revealed by him, who is Truth it ſelf, a 
ubo cannot lie. The Commandments of C 
_ taken in a ſtrict ſenſe, and conſidered ſingly 
buy themſelves, fince there is nothing either 
ſerted or denyed therein, are not the propet 
Objects of Belief : But if they be taken e 
very one of them as the part of a Propoſition 
= ſuch as that GOD hath commanded us to lo 
*, or co Lovg our Neighbour, or hachie 
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The fourth Difcemſe, 8 
u aden us to take his Name in Vain, or to kill 
Har to ſteal ; or if they be conſidered together 
ith the Promiſes and Threatnings annexed | 
hereunto, we may be ſaid properly to believe |. 
hem. We may be ſaid in a very proper ſenſe 
o believe that they are the 2 of 
50D, that they are Holy, Fuſt and Good, that 
hey teach us the way to Life and Bleſſedneſs 
d that in Keeping of them tiere it 8 great Re- 
ord Thus we muſt all believe them before 
e can be diſpoſed for giving due Obedience 
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=_ My: Zeal bath conſumed mee. becauſe my Exe 
_ * forgotten 50 wand, | 


E have here an account Fo this 10 
Man was affected with the Wickel 
E neſs of his Enemies andPerſecutor 

vp Fry Heart 24s ſtirred wibin him, and the 2 
= he had for GOD and his Intereſt was fo inf 
med, while he ſaw his Enemies expreſs ſuc 
neglect and contempt for the Word of G00 
and for his Law and Commandments, that the 
did caſt them behind their back aud did quite 
forget them, and ſhewed no reſpect nor * 
3 for chem in * Attions, and in the cour e 
thei 


* 4 * 
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The fb de, = i 
«ir Lives; that his ſtrength land vigour was 


"Au good men, who are of a right temper, 

be zealous for God and his Intereſt, and ars 
uch concerned for Truth and Righteouſnels- -* 
hey do much reſent the Contempt. of God. 
nd Religion, and are grieved with the Indi ge 


Led, EO Lea e rm | -- i] = 


_— 
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ities Which ars done thereunto.  .. .- 
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Zeal is a thing about which there is n little. 4 | 
Talk in this Age among us, but it ſeems not ; 
o be well underſtood. Many feem to be in 
great miſtake about it, while they, conſider. © 2 | 
hem as zealens, who that they may N 7 
their peculiar Opinions and the intereſt of ths 
Party to which they have adjoyned themſelyes 
make a great buſtle and noiſe, and do no lite 
diſturb themſelves, and all about them. The7 
take them to be zealous, who contend earneſt» 7 
I, yea furiouſly abeut exernal Ade and 
Firms, and are ſo much concerned for every 7 
little Opinios, which they think true and found 
that they bate, revile, reproach and perſecurts, 3 
ſo much as they can, thoſe, who oppoſe them 
or even differ from them. Such a zee! being 3 
ſo common, and being recommended by ran 
and unadviſed perſons, it will not he ung | 
briefly to ſhew what true and Cen , 
Doubtlefit i 064, hat ze, Ve hE RL 
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b Diſeritſe: 


- poftle — e waa (ſo ii by hi 
_ - .original Language, tho in our Tranſlatdon 
Wy 7 bitter envying ) which is oppoſite to . 
e and Cbariiy, and ſeems to be nothi 
WE but pid and Envy, Malice and Cruelty 
What is Sured with Religious — At 
| Inclinations, and it may be too often wit 
meer ſhews of Reſpect for GOD and Rali 
den: nor is it a blind zee!, ſuch as the-Apoli 
.. aſeribes to the Jews, Rom, 10. 2. 
ill ſuch as was in Paul himſelf beforehisComey 
1 en, when he ee the Church, a Ze 
"which is not according to Knowledge; nor is it 
Factious zeal, whereby Men o 4 Turbulem 
= Temper. are driven to ſtreteh — — their 
Line, and to act without their Sphere to the 
1 diſturbance of Peace and Order. Neither is 
tit ſuch a 2. as ſome men expreſs, who, the 
= they have little or no true Love for GOD and i 
—_ Religion, as the courſe of their Livesdoth 
doo aboundantly teftifie, yet being foreward 
= and violent, and of a warm and hot 
bew themſelves very earneſt in 2 for 
= their own Party and their way and for "er 
; Sentiments and Opinions. | 
But true and Chriſtian zeal is quite evade 
ching than any of thęſe, it being 2 Certain 
E warmth and heat excited in piousSoul#by the 
| Spirit. of God, whereby, Men became ferve 
is La in al 00 oxerciſes of W * The 
| pirir 
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zii of 60 D is its Author, it is he lens 
Which kindles this Flame. All theſe Hears BN 
hich proceed from another Original are 
Wyiid-fire- The ſubject in which it is, are Powe 
bouls. A true zeal cannot refide any where - 


3 e - 
* . * 7 Tay 4 „ a 
— - 


vient Love to GOD ; and conſequently a 
great concernednefs for his Service ng inte- 
eſt, and a great Indignation againſt eve 


GOD, whereby all 


fciently appear from that which followeth, 43 
True and Cbriſtian Zeal is attended wich knows | i 
ledge, It is always according to Knowledzs © 


the ohject of the zeal, of the heat and warm 
of their Affection is © gov thing, or ſome- 
what which they ate aſſuüred is evil, injurts 7 


of ſome great good. It is guided and mana⸗ 
ged by Miſdom, prudence and Diſcretion, and 
does not drive men to undecent and extra 
ker Ackiunt; it is propottionated according 
to the Meig 


gunſt the neglect of Duties, which are of les 
3 * £A | Me. 3 


S 3 8.38 8 
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fe, the the ptincipat Ingredients in it are n [ 


ing which is contrary thereunto, yet 1 
ſeems to be a fervency of all the Aﬀettions fr 

them are kindled and 
move ſtrongly. Hew this true and Chriſtian 8 
wal is differenced from theſe counterfeits, "i 
which bear ſome reſemblance of it, will ſuf⸗ 


and they in whom it is are fully aſſured th 


ous to GOD and Religion, and obſtructivæ 


| bt and Importance of the Thins, 4 
Which excite it. It is not equally fired 2. 43 


6 
|. | 


=». \ | 1 
= 


/ | 1 .li. Sd 6 - " | 0 J 
Societies. Blind ze} is a furious Thing, and 


EE Moment and Importance, as it iy againftt 


mentals of Religion. It is without doubt 


matters of leſs concern, as for ſuch as 
ie greateft.; and to contend as keenly for 20. 


—_—_ . which are not evidently revealed, to baniſh 
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neglect of the weightier Matters. of the Law, o 
egainſt Miſtakes and falſe Opinions which han 
no great Tendency either to corrupt our Lil 
and Manners, or to ſubvert our Faith, as it 
Againſt ſuch Errors as overthrow the Fund 


5 unreafbnable and dangerous miſtake to thigh 
that we are bound to expreſs. 


. zeal for 
uch as are of 


Opinions, as for the Fundamentals of Chaſtii. 


| . This were, conſidering our Conditi 
on here nthe World, who cannot be of one 


mind concerning ſuch matters about Religion 


Peace and Concord for ever out of all religious 


is of a baſer Original, tis a diſturber of Peace 


* 


 * and Order. 


1 As true and Ebriſtian zeal is attended with 
Knowledge, Luke 9. f;. 54. 35. $6. ſo itis 
| tempered with Love and Charity, It is a gentle 
"Flame, which being excited in good Souls by 
- the Fountain and Auther of Love and Peace 
ds mot hurtful to others: it hath nothing of 
| Malice in it, it does not ſeek the ruine of 4 

ny, nor contribute thereunto. Our Lord ſub 
- ficiently teacheth us, what manner of zeal is 
B ſutable co the Spirit and Temper, which the 
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ind faith to them, ye know net f what manner 
Spirit ye are of : for the Son of Man is not 60780 
vdefiroy mens lives, but to (ave them. The Chris 
ſtian Spirit is charitable, good, benign meek. 
and patient, ready to do all good Offices t6 
men, and to have nothing of Malice, IIl- 
will, bitterneſs, hatred or ſourneſs in it, with 


. out doubt this heavenly Flame, trus and Chri- 


8 * 


| is, to hate, to ſpeak evil, reproachand.#evile 
or to curſe and perſecute ſuch às fer from 


them in their ſentiments about Religion, and 


— 


in their Apprehenſions about matters belong- 


ing thereunto, even tko they be of green 
veight and Moment, farleſs if chey dill 4 
y from them in points of leſſer moment; and 

inſome Rites and Ceremonies, and in modes 
of Worſhip and Governments That ze«l with⸗ 


out doubt is not to be allowed, Which carries. 


men to violate the great and Fundamental Laws 


of Religion and renders them fierce;:cruely 
unjuſt, turbulent and diſturbers of the peace, 
and order in the Society of which they are; 
Members. True zeal may prompt men to uſe. 


0 


Villencers from them in matters of greates: - 
bn SP | r 


ofpel. tends to frame in us; while he rebukes  } 


is Diſciples, who moved that fire -might. be i 
alledfor from Heavento conſume the Samaritans; - 
he had carried inhumanely towards Him, 


tian zeal, does not carry thoſe in Wo m il 


1 


| 
all gentle, ſoft and juſt means for gaining ſuch, *? g 
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4 weight and Moment, but it will norcartyths 


| WE perſecute chem: it may well fer them og 


| be olf greater importance, may have for j 


WW  &arnefineſs to 9ppoſe their own pride, Ambition 
=_—_ . Covetoufnes, Malice, Revenge 
= ver elſe they find within themſelves contrary 
ſtructive ro their intire Subjection to him: it 
bprompts them to beſtow great care in reforming WW, p 
F all the Errors and Diſorders of their Live i, 


| erronconsand falſe Opinions and Corruptions 


che Life and Manners of the generality of met 
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Nah te impoſe upon them, br maliciay 


deſtroy their Errors byall good and law 
means, and by All fair and juſt means to of” 
ſtruct the Influence, theſe their errors, if th 


verting others; but it never incites to deftrc 
the perſons of Diſſenters. That maliciol 
and perſecuting zeal, which abounds fo mud 
in all Chriſtian Societies in this corrupt Age 
ſeems to be quite diſagreeable to the trus Cin 
ian Spirit and Temper. | 
True gal, and ſuch as is of a right ſtam 
Jurns moſt inwards and conſumes the Luſſe 
and unruly paſſions, which are there. It moi 
them in whom it is to ſet themſelues with ali. 


and whatſoe 


to the holy Nature and Wil] of GOD and ob 


When it appears it is ſtirred not only againſt 


in Divine Worſhip and Government; buralls 
againſt the Corruption, which is too viſiblein 


It is impartial and moves them in whom it FA Rt 


ny. It excites them not ſo much to make 


is Laws 20 live gedly righteouſly and ſoberly. 
Tre Chriftan zeal is not a Counterfeit thing, i 


} The fifth Diſt rſe. 35 : 7 
pleaſure - againſt the Goful Lives. all bn” 2 
Wcrup: manners not only of fuck 
Jäſſent from them, but alſe againſt the cor- 
pt Courſes of theſe who hold the ſame Opi- 
Joa wich chemſelves and are of their way and + 
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roſelites to their party and wre as to per- 
ade men to ſubject themſelves to Jeſus to 
l bis yoke upon them, and in obedienee t6 


Wy which one bluſters, and makes a noiſe a-- 
road, and often kindles no little fire of enten 


n among Men, while there is no heat with- - 


; but coldneſs and indifferency, It hath 
„eat Effects upon a Mans own ſelf. It proves 
ometimes not a little hurtful to the Body, that 
he Soul is thus enflamed. Tho the zeal of 
ed Men be harmleſs to others, and do nat 
Kontribute to wrong them in any manner; yet 


a ſome it may be in ſuch a large meaſure and 


legree, that it preys upon their Body and con- 
unes themſelves, ve. this good Man here te- 


ſtifies of himſelf, while he ſaith Pſal, 69. 9 


% 2421 bath conſumed me, and elſewhere he 
ath, the Zeal of thy bauſe hath eaten we up. 


Wich words of the holy Man were applyed ! 
toour Lord and Saviour by his Diſciples, The © 


frail and mortal Body of Man cannot bear ſuch 
tropy agitations of 
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= without hart.: theſe do; where Zeal isþ 
great Degree, and theſe pure flames burn m 
 hetely, much exhauſt, and dry up the nat 
' Moiſture and bring a Decay upon the Bod 
and render it lean and meager. Tho Christ 
-  Þrudence does direct good Mic ſo to tem 
_ their seal, that it may have no ſuch Malign 
_ fluence on the Body, yet it ſeems à great n 
nefs to cenſure thoſe, if there were any ſuc 
who are conſumed with the burning heat 
theſe pure flames. 
That which excited the zeal of this hol 
Man, and kindled it to ſuch a degree, w 
that he did clearly and plainly diſcern byt 
= courſe and Actions of his Enemies, that t 
had no reſpect for the Words of God, but di 
= utterly neglect them, and had quite forgett 
them, And indeed this is a juſt cauſe for ani 
—_ rtcnſe zeal, when the great and indiſpenſabl 
Duties of Religion are quite neglected, an 
Mien do whatſoever they will, and run ſuc 
Tourſes as their corrupt inclinations, luſts an 
_. paſſions prompt them to, without any rega! 
to the Laws of God, wherein he doth ſo ſe 
verely prohibite all ſuch practices. They har 
too good ground to ſuſpect their Zee! nott 
be true and Chrifien zeal, and ſuch as it ſhoul 
be, which is excited only by the different den 
timents of others about Matters of 1 gere 
Veib and importance, or about doubtful C 
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mions, and ſuch as are in debate among wile”  -3 
d good Menfor about Rites and Ceremonies 7 
Forlhip, or Modes of Government, if in the . 7 
ean time they are little moved; tho they ſeg -- 
e great and fundamental Laws of the G- 
el quite neglected and forgotten, and per» 
ire thatnot afew in the whole courſe oftheir 
ves do openly avow, and manifeſtly declare 
eit contempt of God and of his Laws. The 
wnding iniquity of the Time and ge in which 
e live, may juſtly kindle and 1nflame the 
Wc of all good Men, who cannet, being In- 
iced with divine love, but be much moved to 
e, that while there are ſo many, who pre- 
nd ſo great reſpect for God, and for his Laws, 
uch practices do generally fo much abound, 
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bare altogether diſagreeable thereunto, and 
lainly diſallowed and condemned thereby. 9 
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| MATTHEW V. . 
. Be . Perfeck. 


* Perfidlen of Man enn in Cink 
my and likeneſs to God.” Tt confi 
he participation of the Divine Perfelif 
one - which are communicable to the Creatur 
Then are Men perfect, when they have read 
e che urmoſt meaſure of Knowledge and H 
= inet, and want nothing of what they ſhoi 
= have, and of which — are capable; wht 
they are fo far like God, as is poſſibleQ. WF 
Perfeflion is not to be found amongſt Mortal 
There are none perfe& in this Life: Our 
ſent State and Condition will not admit of 
Even the beſt on Earth are for from it. 0 
| there are, who have mads forms he 
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ss it, and are; being compared with others 
ea; we remain ftil] here imperfect and de- 
© Wire; none de —— mite cowards it; ⁵⁶ 
\ | they ma reach rener. e are not, 4 
; - ile we are here capable of perfection, The .4 
el and Saints departed are perfet ; whilay - | 
© e er can but look after it, and | 
or it. wt 5 246-4 © wy "IN KP" WY a 217 1 | 
Cut perfedien on Earth is but a Dream. | Thar YN 
"Wen conceit, and take themſelves to be perfect, 1 
proceedeth from their imperfection, That 
do miſtake our ſelves ſo far, and do nor 
ceire any defect 5 imperfection in ohr 
lves, proves us to be very. defective. We 
uld be humbled under the ſenſe of out imper- 
ions and bewail them. We thould; being 
iered, that we are ſo far from it, —— | | 
ods, and ſtretch our ſelves towards that, 
ich is before; wos ſhould being unſatisfied!, 
ich our preſent meaſure, and aſhamed that 
o are ſo defective, fill fellow after perfectiom, 
a0 we Cannot reach it, We may be; far:more Þ 
ne tllan we are. We are at a great lo, 
en we think we have gone ſo far a8 we ban. 
There is much before us, which may he at- 
ined, mary have out · gone us, and have fcachi- 
d a higher meaſure ; eit is fir we have bg. 
d vaſt Deſires, and be ſtill earneſt in the 
urfuit af it. Who de moſt follew it, ſhalt 
ate moſh of it. r 1 
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„„en Diſcowſe, 
= Diſciples of CHIRST, do not make it 


and mean Projects and Deſigns keep us con 
nually Drudging? few do aſpire after perſed 
on; few do bewail their diſtance from 
and uſc their utmoſt endeavours therein th 
= they may be perfeck. Men toile and travel 


which is moſt proper for man, even to per 


= 1. We are to uſe all Care and Diligence | 
WO attain 10 4 more pore Underflanding-oft 


therein, that we may come to know what is 


Hes en to Underſtand them, wait for tl 


w 


Endeavours to come to the true Underſtanc 
ing thereof, Search impartially without pi 
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tes to be tt 
great Buſineſs to become like God what pe 


encreaſe their Eſtate; but few attempt to 
fe themſelves. Here is the aim and projet 


himſelf, and aſpire after conformity unto 60 
If we have a mind to it, theſe few Direiot 
may be of uſe to u.. 295960 


Laws and Commandments of Chriſt; Wea 
carefully to ſearch after the Mind of Chri 


Good and Acceptable Will. There are De 
in the Laws of Chrift, which are not obvioi 
to every Eye. Every Reader ſeeth not: 
Mondirs of His Laws. Diligently read His La 
and meditate upon them, Pray for Light fro 


Teaching of the Annointing. Uſe your utmo 


judiee; Do not eflay to accommodate them | 
the manners ons of the Werd, ort 
i 4 0 0 5 * 4 * ; , yc 
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"het Diewſes  * Bs 
ye own Courſes. and cuſtomes. Likewile 
ole of them, which yeunderſtand, let them 
ot be ſighted by you; Lay them not aſide or 
get them; Set up that Light in your Mind, 
at it may ſhine, and direct you in your Acti- 
ns. Liſten to the Laws of Chriſt, convert your. ? 
inds unte them, that ye may hear Him talk 
) you, and commune with you. 
2. We are to ſet before us, for our Imitation, 


e Lives of the Saints recorded in Sctipture, 
d above all, the Holy Life of our LORD je- 
5, It doth greatly marr our Progres, that we 
ok to no other Patterns; bim theſe of the Þ 
me and place wherein we live. We are dili- 
ently to obſerve, N arhay': fo conſider, -Þ 
Fat is recorded of the Holy Life ot our Savis 
ur, while He was here upon Earth, and 
ould be moulding and framing our ſelves ac- 
ording to that high Pattern; We ſhould endea- 
our to trace His Steps, and to expreſsſthe Ver- 
ues, which brightly did ſhine forth in 
ps | | 


U 


3. The great a nd fundamental Points of Chri- 
lan Religion, ſhould be often in our Minds: 
e ſhould frequently remember and conſider 
nele things, ſuch as the Lowe of God in ſending 
lis Son, the Suffering of Chriſt Feſus, His Death, 
elurrection, Aſcention, His Kingdom, Power, 
nd Authority, His Return to judge the World, - Þ 
Death, Judgement, the Eternal Felicity of the | 

eee e Godly, 


1 ; miſt BN 
+ the miſery of the damned, We 
Feat and moſt v, Points of the Crip 
19 dee ſhould De the Subject ot e our dai 
| [ Thoughts; Theſe ' ſhould be our Yaily Foc 
| B on theſe we ſhouid, through the Terwons Appl 
ation of our Souls thereunto, be*continn: 
_ feeding, in theſe the Life of our Souls is wre 
ved up, theſe are the great Motives and Enco 
magements to a holy Life. 2 a firm Beliefar 
ſerious Conſideratien thereof, our Spirits 
made firm and reſolute to follow GOD; e 
—_ they are exeited to the careful and conſta 
Practice of all the Duties of Holineſs; thus v 
are moved to go through all the difficulties 
meet with, in the Ways of GOD with Reſl 
lation. We ſhould call in ou Mindste beho 
= God as he hath manifeſted himſelf in the Gs 
peil, and to contemplate theſe greut and ms 
_—_ concerning Truths in * Chriſtian Religion! Th 
_ our Hearts are lifted up in the ay: of God, Lik 

Strength and Vigour enter into our Soul 
=_ which become — through Ae 
ſelves to low and mean things. 

Theſe two things do greatly bin der usin ot 
courſe towards perfection, the inordinate 
of our ſelves, and the love of the world," We ut 
to apply our felves with all care and diligenc 
| to remove theſe great Lers out of the wa 
We muſt deny our felves, and become regardie 
hat be the . of our outward mat 
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ul forget our lelyes; 5 
4 805 9 00 dem thy 79 omg * 
de, and the Navery 0 Fs body, ang 
tat regard all naturally or their Outs 
.d man. We muſt reſolve to ;hwart the * 
nd not ſpare the out ward man, if we mind to 
ſpice towards Perfection, our Bodies muſt be 
rought into Subjection; The outward man 
juſt be put te hard and toilſome labour, and ³ 
* expoſed to many ftormy blaſts. We 
the au wan be under a 
erere reſtraint, and be bound up from the uſe 
f ſenſual pleaſures. 

We ſhould be beg getting inour Minds a root- 
ed contempt of the vanities of the World. The 
love of the World is a great hinderance to us, and 
doth obſtruct our proficiencie. We can never 
Wmake any conſiderable Progreſs towards Per- 
fetion, unleſs we come to undervalue and 
giſeſteem the World, become dead to it, and 
find our ſelves little concerned in preſent things. 1 
We muſt be affected towards them as decomes 
Pilgrims and Strangers, our Hearts muſt be ta- 
ken off them, we muſt loſe our eſteem and al. 
fection for them, elſe we cannot live a Holy 
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